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ernment oppose it because they reason ‘'We
eannot have this uwp against us at the next
general elections.’’ Members may laugh, but
these old and tried professional politicians
—of whom I regard the hon. member for Pil-
bara (Mr. Underwood) as one—ecannot refute
my statement, If the life of Parliament were
extended and the system of elective Ministries

adopted, Western Australia would possibly .

rige from the mire she is in to-day. Every
member must realise that it is impossible for
the State to continue drifting as it is doing
at the present time. If the drift continues,
so surely as the sun rises there will come
‘a time when her paper will not be honoured.

Mr, A. Thomson: Nonsensel

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I remember when the
Labour Government had a deficit of £300,000
or £400,000, there was an awful cry all
through the country about the Government
rushing us headlong to bankruptey. We are
now practieally on the verge of bankruptey.
[ can see unification staring us in the faee,
and unification I regard as a curse. In the
eyes of the Commonwealth Parliament I be-
lieve Western Australia is only a very small
patch, and if unification ever comes about, we
ghall be regarded only as a2 blet on the map.
Unification will come unless some honest at-
tempt is made from every part of this ouse
to stop the finaneial drift. Last month there
was a shortage of £100,000. I do not know
where the money comes from: T wish my
bank would allow me the same scope as the
Government appear to have. (Qn the subject
of elective Ministries I cannot elaim to be
an authority, although I have my own views.
A man who is supposed to know a great deal
said to me the other day, ‘If you appointed
Ministers from the floor of the House, you
might have your Minister for Mines voting
againgt your Minister for Works.”! T re-
plied, ‘"Quite Tight, if the Minister for
Mines and a majority of the House thought
that the Bill introduced by the Minister for
Works was not in the best interests of the
country.’’

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
do not vote at all; they only speak.

Mr. Lambert: They are kept in cages.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Is that so? I do not
wish to detain the House longer, though I
feel that, as a new member. I may not have
done justice to my argument. As I go along
in this Chamber, I shall endeavour to fam-
iliarise myself with pelitical ideas. I de-
gire to congratulate the member for West
Perth (Mrs, Cowan) on her vietory, and on
being the first lady to win a seat in an Aus-
tralian Parliament. T believe that the lady
-gaid it was not good for man to be alone.
In moving the adoption of the Address-in-
reply, the member for West Perth asked for
mere parks for West Perth, and for more
fresh air for West Perth. I wish I could
persuade the member for West Perth to in-
fluence her married friends to come along
with their children into the rural distriets,
where there is any amount of fresh air, and
whete there are endless vistas of natural
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parks. "Too much centralisation is the trouble
of this State. I consider that instead of
having 50,000 people, as the Premier said,
working for the rest of the community, we
should have n drift of population from the
towns into the rural distriets. The develop-
ment of the South-West, in particular, is
gaing to be one of the finest things that
ever happened in this State. But two things
must go together in tbe South-West: a land
settlement scheme, and development of the
sawmill industry. Asg jor the three State
sawmills working there, I say there is room
for another dozen sawmills; and I care mot
whether they are carried on by State enter-
prise or by private enterprise, providing only
that the South-West is developed. 1 repeat,
the solution of the financial difficulty to-day
existing is bound up with the development
of the great South-West, Nobody knows the
South-West. People come along and drive
through that country, but they inevitably
fail to recognise its great paossibilities. When
the Premier introduces his railway Bills, I
shall expect to see among them at least six
railway Bills for the South-West. I want
only short lines—15 to*20 miles—to serve
the settlers and to develop the South-West.
But I want those spur lines to be built al-
most immediately, if that is possible. Once
again, the development of the South-West is
a question of vital importance, representing,
as it dose, the only possible solution of
Western Australia’s financial problem.

On motion by Mr. A. Thomson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjouwrned at 9.6 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 10th August, 1521.
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p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BOULDER AMBULANCE
TRANSPORT.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minigter for
Mineg: In view of the frequemt occurrence
of serious accidents on the Boulder mines,
will the Minister endeavour to secure the
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provision of suitable ambulance
accommodation?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Railwanys) replied: TInquiries
are being made, and if the existing provision
for transport of injured men from the mines
to the hospital be found inadequate, endea-

transport

vours will be made to seeure better arrange-

ments.

QUESTIONS (2)—RATLWAY
MATTERS,

Appointment of Engineers.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN (for Mr. Corboy) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, Were any en-
gineers and/or assistant. engineers appointed
in the Railways during the last finaneial
years. 2, If so, what expense was.involved
including salaries of appointees, eclerical
staffs, and expenses, if any? 3, Were sueh
appointments refused by the late JMr. Light,
late Engineer for Existing Lines, on the
ground that they were not necessary, or for
any other reason?

The COLONTALs SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, No.
Certain re-arrangements of the engineering
staff were made as indieated in paragraph 13
of the Commissioner of Railways’ report for
the quarter ended 31st Mareh, with the ob-
ject of utilising their services to greater ad-
vantage and Seeuring closer supervision. As
a matter of fact the engineering staff has
been reduced in numbers. 2, No additional
expense wag involved. 3, No. The late Mr.
Light was in accord with the prineiples
which have been carried out.

Mileage and Staff Perceniages.

My, CHESSON (for Mr. Corboy) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, Has the total
mileage on the railways been increased or
deereased during the last 12 months, and by
what percentage? 2, Has the wages staff
been mmereased or deerensed during the last
12 months, and by what percentage? 3, Has
the salaries staff been increased or decreased
" during the Iast 12 months, and by what per-

centage?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, The train
mileage inereased from 4,852,000 in 1919-20
to 4,918,000 in 1920-21, an inerease of 1.38
per cent.  Approximately 225,000 train miles
were not run owing to the strike in Januoary,
1921, 2, The wages staff on the 30th June,
1920, numbered 6,553 persons, and on the
same date in 1921, 6,896 persong, an increase
of 5.23 per cent. 3, The salaried staff on
the 30th June, 1920, numbered 1,116 persons,
and on the same date in 1921, 1,187 persons,
an increagse of 6.36 per cent.

QUESTION—RABBITS ON CROWN
LANDS.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Agricnlture: 1, Do the Govermment apprave
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of the statement of the Chief Imspector of
Rabbits, contained in a letter dated 3rd
March, 1921, that ‘‘the Government recog-
nise no responsibility whatever for the de-
struetion of rabbits om Crown lands’’? 2,
As the main breeding grounds for rabbits in
this State are Crown lands and reserves, will
the Government review the policy laid down
by the Chief Inspector, in the direction of
aceepting for their lands the same responsi-
bilities that the law imposes on private land-
owners, in the same localitiecs? 3, If not,
will the Government relax the enforcement
of the existing law against settlers whose
properties are adjacent to Crown lands to
the extent that it is not observed by the
Government

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
Teplied: 1, The Government could not ae-
eept regponsibility for the destruction of
rabbits on Crown lands, but have done a con-
siderable amount of destroction on the worst
breeding plaees, such as salt lakes, ete,, and
will continue to do this., 2, It is difficult to
state whether the main breeding places are on
Crown lands, or land alienated, in process of
alienation, or leasehold. As stated in No, 1,
the Government aeccept no responsibility.
3, No. To do so would not be in the best
interests of the settlers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion® by Mr. A. Thomson, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Mr. Piesse
(Toodyay) on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS- IN-REPLY.
Fourth day.
Debate resumed from the previcus day.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.38]:
Owing to the regrettable absence through ill-
ness of our Leader, the member for Avon
{MMr. Harrison), it has fallen to my lot to
gpeak on the Address-in-reply on behalf of
the Country Party. We feel it is rather un-
fortunate that we should have at least three
of our members on the sick list and more
particularly that our Leader should not be
presenf to-day. I sincerely trust that he will
be back in the Chamber very soon.

Mr. J, MacCallum Smith: He is well re-
presented.

Mr. A, THOMSON: That may be so, but
I should have liked him to be present this
afternoon. 1 regret also that the Premier is
not here. T eongratulate him, however, on the
honour which has been ¢onferred upon him
by His Majesty the King, when he gave him
the title of ‘‘Sir James,”’ No matter how
much we may differ from him on matters
from time to time, we must all recognise
that in connection with land settlement, and
as a firm believer in the futurc of Western
Australia, the Premier stands second to none
in the State.
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Hon. P. Collier: It is not so long ago since
your Party thought otherwise and cemsured
the Premier throughout the State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You opposed him
throughout the State even recently.

Hon. P. Collicr: This is a good twiat.

Mr. A. THOMSON: There is no twist
about it.

Hon. P. Collier:
you,

Mr, A, THOMSON: I am perfectly sincera
in my congratulations to the Premier, and I
would also like to take the opportnnity of
eongratulating the member for West Perth
(Mrs, Cowan) on being the first lady to fill a
position in the legislature of Western Aus-
tralia apd, ineidentally, of the Commonwealth.
T have no doubt it will be beneficial to this
House to have a woman’s point of view
placed before members, and for that reason
T desire te congratulate her on her advent to
Parliament. I am sure the experience Mrs
Cowan will gain here, and the benefit which
ler presence will afford members of this
Chamber, will be of advantage to the State.
The Leader of the Opposition, when speaking
last Thursday, devoted an hour to a criticiam
of the Country Party. He occupied approxi-
mately 10 pages of ‘‘Hansard’’ with that
eriticism. Members of the Country Party at
all times welecome criticism.

Mr. Johnston: It shows how important we
are,

Mr. A. THOMSON: We feel that we can
congratulate ourselves, for it is cause for
pride that the Leader of the Opposition
should congider it worth his while te devote
a whote bour to a criticism of the actions
of the Country Party, who, besides sitting on
the crosa beaches, are incidentally supporting
the Government. The Leuader of the Opposi-
tion was quite clear in his statements and
proved to his own satisfaction that the Coun-
try Party are dominated by outside econtrol,
that an outside exeentive dictates to our
Party as to what we should <o, and he quoted
extensively te prove to his own satisfaetion
that he was correct. So far as I am person-
ally concerned T wonld be prepared to let it
stay at that; that is to say, if the Leader of
the Opposition were the only onc to be satis-
fied. We know that for politiea! rcasons, and
with & general desire to mislead this eountry,
he went to considerable lengths to show that
we were under outside domination.

Hon. P. Collier: T have no desire to mis-
lead this country.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I repeat that the
Eeader of the Opposition deliberately at-
tempted to mislead the people of this State.

Hon. P. Collier: Ona a point of order; 1
ohject to the hon, member’s statement that 1
deliberately attempted to mislead peopls.

My, SPEAKER: The member for Katan-
ning must not acense any member of de-
liberately trying to mislcad anvone.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I will withdraw the
word ‘‘deliberately.’’ The Leader of the
Opposition, however, did attempt to lead this
House to believe that we were dominated by

There is no twist about
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an outside executive. That statement has ap-
peared in the daily newspapers, and, coming
from the Leader of the Oppesition, people
would naturally assume that a statement made
in this House was correct.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Everyone knows that
it is true, so it makes no difference.

Mr. A. THOMSON: If memhers are satis-
fied to accept such statements, the country
would like to know what is the position.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They know it all
right.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T will prove to the
satisfaction of the House——

Hon. P. Collier: To your own satisfaction.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I will prove it to the
satisfaction of the House and to any un-
biassell person that the statements made by
the Leader of the Opposition are incorreet. I
was accused the other evening of being a
parrot for making that assertion, but, as you
know, Mr. Spcaker, the rules of the House
would not permit me to say what I should
like to in reply to that statement. T had to
be polite and vse only the terms the rules of
the House would permit, for which reason 1
simply stated that the assertions by the
Leader of the Opposition were inecorrect. Had
it not been for other considerations, I would
have left the Leader of the Opposition to
enjoy his flights of imagination.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: - He quoted from the
‘¢ Primary Producer.’’

Mr. A, THOMSON: I will quote from that
paper as well,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
copies here.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T will prove to the
satisfaction of the House and of the country
that the statements made by the Leader ot
the Opposition are absolutely incorreet. In
fact before I finish I will show how much he
knew about the matter. Ile said—

It was & remarkable feature after the
elections to find a considerable section of
the members on the Government side of
the House who gave adherence to the
primary producers’ party, and who were
unable to say whether they were going to
support the Government or the Opposition
until they had reeeived instructions from
an outside body.

Then he went on—

Let me see what the position is. I well
remember an oceasion when members of
the party met in thiz building and, after
diseussing matters for an hour-or twoe, they
troeped down in solemn array and, I sup-
pose, marched to the Westralian Farmers’
building, the place where this outside
caucus meets,

If the rest of the hon, member’s statement
i3 as correct as that is, it shows how much
knowledge he has of the case; because this
party has never yet had a meeting at the
Westralian Farmers’ building.

Flon. P. Collier: T said I supposed they
weni there.

I have two or three
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Mr. A, THOMSON: It was purely a mat-
ter of supposition. :

Mr. Munsie: Where did you go, if pot
there?

Mr. A. THOMSON: It shows how true
his statements are. ‘‘The place where this
outside caucus meets.’’ We have no caueus.
This party is free and untrammelled in its
deliberations in this House. The hon. mem-
ber went on—

The object of the visit was to decide with

the executive upon their future relation-

ship with the Government and, in fact, to
receive definite instructions as to whether
or not they were to remain in support of
the Government,
No more misleading statement wag ever made
in the House, and the hon. member knew it
when he made that statement.

Hon. P. Collier: On a point of order. The
hon. member has accused me of making a
mis-statement, knowing it was a mis-state-
ment.

Mr. SPEAEER: The hon. member must
withdraw. )

Mr. A. THOMSON: What partienlar
statement have I to withdraw?

Hon. P. Collier: That I knowingly made
a mig-statement, .

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
withdraw,

Mr. A, THOMSON: Well, I will with-
draw the statement that he knew it was
misleading.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
withdraw without reservation.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I make no reserva-
tion, I have pleasure in withdrawing the
statement that the hon. member knew he was
making a mis-statement. Is that sufficient®
The hon. member then went on—

There was not one candidate standing in
the interests of the primary producers’
party at the general elections who was ahle
to tell the electors whether or not he would
support the Government after the election.

Mr. Munsie: That is true enough.

Mr., A, THOMSON: We.did not know
until after the clections who the Government
werg going to be. Hon. members opposite
were optimistic and convinced that they were
going to govern. Did the hon member’s
party know whether they were going to sup-
port the Government or to be in opposition?
At any rate, they could not say whether or
not they would sit on the QGovarnment side.

Hon. P. Collier: You will make a good
speech if you quote much more of mine.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Since that speech will
go out to the country, I must repudiate the
statements contained therein which I can
prove to be incorrect. 1 am not going to
allow the hon. member to say we are under
the domination of an outside body.

Mr. Munsie: It will be said again before
the debate is over.

Mr, A. THOMSCN: No doubt we shall
hear a good deal of parrot repetition.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: What did Mr, Wil
mott say at Bunbury?

Hon. P. Collier: Mr. Willmott ought to
know, for he was leader of the party long
before the hon, member.

Mr, A. THOMSON: Never mind, T have
been a member of this party for over three
years, By precept, by practice, and by
principle I am a member of this party.

Hon. P, Collier: There is more joy inm
heaven over one ginner

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition went on to say that we had to
get our instruetions from the executive after
the elections. If the hon. member were to
search the censtitution of the Country Party
from beginning to end, ha could not find one
clause intimating that the members of this
party have ever been dominated by anybody
clse, or received instruetions as to how to
act.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who made the official
statement after the elections, Mr. Monger or
Mr. Harrison?

Mr. A, THOMSON: I will deal with Mr,
Monger presently. At the risk of wearying
the House, I am justified in defining our
position, The Leader of the Opposition read
the resolution, and read also the report as to
what happened after the joint conference
between the two parties. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin)
has said that he will quote from the ‘¢ Prim-
ary Producer.’’ Of course he will, just as
the Leader of the Opposition quoted from it.
But when the Leader of the Opposition
queted from that organ he left out an im-
portant statement, and quoted only that
which suited him, Half a lie is difficalt to
contradict. I propose to give the House——

Hon. P. Collier: The full lie.

Mr., A. THOMSON: If that is the hon.
member’s attitude, namely, to lie to the
House, I have ne desire to do so.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the inference;
that T told half a lie?

Mr. A, THOMSON: Yes.

Hon, P. Collier: On a point of order.
The hon. member deliberately says that I
told hzlf a lie. I presume that the charge
of having told even half a lie is an objection-
able allegation to make against a member.

The SPEAKER: I heard the Leader of
the Opposition direet some remark towards
the member for Katanning, and I heard the
hon, member answer ‘‘Yes.”” I do not
know whether that is what the member for
Boulder is referring to.

Hon, P. Collier: I asked the hon. member,
did bhe infer that I told half a lig, and he
said ‘¢Yes.’'’

Mr., A. THOMSON: I am sorry that T
should be causing the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to feel so much hurt. However, he
quite enjoyed himself the other evening
when he endeavoured to scarify the mem-
bers sitting on these cross-benches.

Mr. Teesdale: He fairly revelled in it.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Yes, ahsolutely
revelled in it. What are the true facts?
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The member for North-East Fremantle said
he would gquote from the ‘‘Primary Pro-
ducer.” I alse will quote from the
‘‘Primary Produeer,’’ which is —

Hon. P. Collier: The official organ.

Mr. A. THOMBON: Not necessarily so,
but it is more so now than it used to be.
It is on a hetter footing than it was.

The Minister for Works: It doesn’t tell
half lies now.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition dealt extensively with this
point: he said—

At the annual conference of the branch
delegates "of the Primary Producers’
Agsgociation held in Perth in Awgust last,
the question of relationship of the Coun-
try Party to other parliamentary parties,
after the then ensuing general elections,
was congidered, and it was determined
that this matter should be left to be de-
cided by a joint conference of the execn-
tive of the assoeiation and the Country
Party subsequent to the elections.

Then he quoted this—

The joint conferemce was held to-day,
when the matter was fully discussed and
ihe following resolution adopted unanim-
ously.

Without giving away secrets, I may say
that some of the members of the Country
Party had never previously met. We had
eome to our decision before we ‘‘trooped
down,’’ as the hon. member said, which was
purely a flight of the imagination. We did
not do anything of the sort.

Hon. T. Walker: How did you get down?

Mr. A. THOMSON: We walked.

Hon. T. Walker: Precisely what a trooper

doea.
Mr. A, THOMSON: We did not go down
in a body.

Hon. P. Collier:
oue after another.

Mr. A. THOMSON: As a matter of fact,
we met and decided that we should co-
operate, but not with any particular Gov-
ernment, I will read the reselution, which
is practically the decision we came to be-
fore we met the executive, We have
amongst us representatives of the Country
Party who would resign their seats in Par-
liament rather than be dictated to by any
outside organisation.

Hon. P. Collier: Then you defy fhe con-
ference,

Mr. A, THOMSON: The hon. . .nember
ought to talk about defying the conference!
We have an annual conference, held in
Perth. It is composed of representatives
from cvery farming community, Last year
553 delegates represented varied interests,
not only the agricultural interests but the
mining interests, and the interests of horti-
eulture.

Mr. Angelo: And also the pastoralists.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Yes, and tbe mining
industry as well,

No, you straggled down,
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Mr. Johnston: We are becoming very
strong on the goldfields.

Mr. A, THOMSON: This is the resolution
upon which the Leader of the Opposition
laid such stress and in respect of which he
would lead the country to believe that
members on fhe ¢ross benches had to go to
the executive, take off their gcaps, and say,
‘¢Please Sirs, what shall we do?’’ What
actually occurred was this: we as a party
had met and decided what we would do.
We said to the executive, ‘i Gentlemen, we
have discussed the matter; this is what we
propose to do.’’ The executive unanimuusly
adopted our proposals,

Hon. P. Collier: If the executive had not
done so, who would have prevailed?

Mr. Latham: The party, of course.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1 stated a few
moments ago that the Country Party have
never been dictated to or deminated by the
executive of the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation,

The Minister for Agriculture: We would
do what your organisation is going to do
at West Sydney next weel.

Mr. A.- THOMSON: The resolution reads—

In the interests of stable government,
we are of opinion that the Country Party
should co-operate—

I would here impress upon the Leader of
the Opposition that the resolution does not
state ‘‘co-operate with the Government.’’

Hon, P. Collier: You have no time for
the Goveranment, in fact.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The resclution con-
tinues—

with all parties on the Government side

of the House in the dunty of govern-

ment—

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What difference does
that makef

Mr. Latham: It cuts out gentlemen on
your side of the House. ]

Mr., A. THOMSON: We are not pledged
to co-operate with the present Government.
That is the point.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not so long as the
Government carry oot your platform.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We are not pledged
to co-operate with the present Government
any more than we are pledged to co-operate
with the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon, W, C. Angwin) or the Leader of the
Opposition. The resolution continues—

relying on the administration so fermed, as

far as possible to give effect to the general
poliey - outlined in the objects. and plat-
form of the Country Party.
That is one part of the resolution which the
Leader of the Opposition earefully eliminated.
He wanted to keep that in the back ground.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Mr. Monger said it
had been fully considered at the joint meet-
ing, and not that yon went down to the ex-
ecutive with your proposals.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Meambers will
have an opportunity to address themselves to
the subject later on. ’
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Mr. A. THOMSON: Members of the Op-
position are so anxiouns to convince the public
that there is something wrong

Hon, W, C. Angwin: T have Monger’s
statement here.

Mr. A. THOMSON:
too. :
Hon. P. Collier: Get it framed.

Mr, A. THOMSON: What Mr,
stated was this—

The functions of the executive have been
ecompleted and the further actions regard-
ing the association of the Country Party
with other Parliamentary sections referred
to is now a matter which is entirely in the
hands of the Country Party itself—
Hon, P. Collier: You are now in their

hands and doing as the conference has told
you to do.

Mr. A, THOMBON: Mr. Monger’s state-
ment continued——

and in which the executive of the associa-

tion has no part.

There is an old saying that people who live
in glass houses should not throw stones, and
it i1l becomes members sitting in opposition
to accuse any party of being domihated by
an outside executive. If there is one section
of members in this House so dominated, it is
those gentlemen on the Opposition henches.
They have been dominated for years by the
Trades Hall and by their executives.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Ask your eolleagues
about your own position.

Mr. A. THOMSON: TIhave 3at in this Houvse
for some years and have observed members
of the Labour Party trooping down the stairs
after a party meeting. I bave seen members
of the executive and the Trades Hall coming
down from svch a meeting. I throw out this
challenge to the Leader of the Opposition: 1
will place on the Table of the House all the
minutes of Country Party meetmgs held in
thig House or elsewhere ever since the party’s
inception for the inspection not only of this
House, but of the public at large if he will
do the same. We will then sec who is dom-
inated by the outside bodies. I challenge the
Leader of the Opposition to plaee on the
Table of the Honse the minute book of the
Labour Caneus meetings held within the last
10 years. The production of such minutes
would show who was dominated by an ountsiac
body and who had to take the instroctions ef
an outside body.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If there are any snch
minutes in existence, T would not mind them
being laid on the Table.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The executive of the
Primary Producers’ Assoeiation have no de-
sire to dominate members of the Country
Party; yet we have had the spectacle of
Trades Hall officials attending meetings and
dominating their members within the pre-
cinets of this Honse.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Ask the member for Nar.
rogin if be was dominated.

Mr. A. THOMSON: My statement is cor-
reel.

I have a copy of it,

Monger
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Mr. O’Loghlen: It is wrong.
Hon., T. Walker: Absolutely false.
Mr. A, THOMSON: Then place your

minutes on the Table of the House and 1
will place ours there. It is amusing to note
the attitnde of these people who live in glass
houses, and who have committed so many
grievous sins that their chief anxiety is to
foist some of them upon other people. The
Country Party have never been dominated by
an outside body.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Nor have we,

Mr., A, THOMSON: Why, we have only
to remember what appeared in the Press a
little while agoe with regard to the Labour
Party in New South Wales.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Or what happened in Tim-
boctoo.

Mr, Munsie:
South Walea?

Mr. A, THOMSON: Did not an outside
organisation carpet Ministers and tell them
they had to de as they were directed?

Mr. Munsie: T say they did not.

Mr., A, THOMSON: I say they did.

Mr. Munsie: I know they did not.

Mr. A, THOMSON: It is my word against
the hon. member’s word. Wasg the hop. mem-
ber there?

Mr. Munsie: Noj; but I have the word of
a particular friend who was there. Were you
there?

My,

Mr,

Well, what happened in New

Davies: A lady friend?
Munsie: Yes, both.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is quite nice to get
the Opposition on their defence.

Mr. Munsie: You are not capable of put-
ting anybody on his defence.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is remarkable that
the Leader of the Opposition should have
displayed such anxiety to make me withdraw
some of the statements I made.

Hon. P. Collier: T made you withdraw the
deliberate misstatements you wmade.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is very nice t¢ have
the Opposition on their defence.

Hon. P. Collier: My word, this is your op-
portunity. You are making out a great
case. :

Mr. A, THOMSON: And T intend to take
advantage of the opportunity. The Leader
of the Opposition did not spare the Country
Party, but accused them of being under out-
side domination, having no soul of their own
and having to do as they were told. It ill
becomes & Leader of the Opposition to ae-
cuse us of doing something of which he and
his supporters have bheen guilty for years.
Never once has any member of the executive
of the Primary Producers’ Association at-
tended our meetings and told us what we had
to do.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: No, you attend their
meetings.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We are just as mueh
entitled to attend the meetings of our
executive as are members of the Labour
Party to attend their Trades Hall meetings.
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There was no command about attending our
meetings. I have never yet been commanded
to attend an cxecutive meeting. It is my
privilege and the privilege of all members
of the Country Party to attend these con-
ferences. The executive is composed of
men appointed at the anrunnal conference,
and they are representative of the mining,
agricultural, hortieultural, pastoral, and, in
faet, of all primary industries.

Hon. W, . Angwin: Exeept the fruit-
growers.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The fruitgrowers too
are represcoted,

Hon., W, C. Angwin: No, you have never
represented the South-West,

Mr. A. THOMSON: I ecan prove that we
do represent the South-West, Every in-
terest of primary ‘production has members
on the exeecutive who attend the monthly
meetings. They attend at their own ex-
pense; they are not paid organmisers, and
they give their services in the interests of
the primary producers of the State and of
the country generally. It is the privilege
of members of the Country Party to attend
these conferences and take part in the
deliberations.  Nothing could be further
from the truth than the statement made by
the Leader of the Opposition that we are
dictated to by the organisation, The state-
ment made by the Leader of the Opposition
might be repeated, as the Member for Han-
nans (Mr. Munsie) said it would be re-
pcated, but I defy any mecmber to prove
that it is correct. On my word of honour
as a member of this House, I say that I
have never onec been dictated to or given
instructions by the executive of the
organisation. 1 have been pleased to take
part in their delibefations, I am proud to
say that in my electorate there are some-
thing like 17 branches of the association,
and T myself am a member of the associa-
tion. The Leader of the Opposition stated
the other night that T was an apostate, and
that men who changed their views were
alwayvs insincere. I am proud to belong to
the Country Party which came into exist-
ence to protect the interests of the primary
prodlucers of this State. - .

Hen, P. Collier: ‘It was well establighed
when you got in.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Why, you fought the
wheat pool.

Mr, A. THOMSON: T did not; I fought
to have the interests of the producers pro-
tected. That statement by the member for
East Fremantle is like a great many more
statements which have emanated from the
other side of the Honse.

Hop. W. C. Angwin: Your chief supporter
was running a mill down there.

Mr. A, THOMSON:. The member for East
Fremantle said that I opposed the wheat
poo). That is a deliberate misstatement. It
contains not an atom of truth. By refer-
ring to ‘‘Hansard,’’ I could prove that my
statement is correet. I put up a fight in
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this House in order that there should be
proper representation and I algo fought to
get the producer a higher price for his
product. .

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You fought every-
thing we introduced, ne matter whether it
was in the interests of the producer or not.

Mr. A, THOMSON : The hon. member
seems to be getting somewhat sore. What
he has just said 13 another misstatement.
The Leader of the Opposition went on to
g y—

7 Monger and the executive had made

their requests. Ministers as well as the

Premier and highly paid officials in the

Government bowed to the authority of

this ountside executive on all matters.
From my experience of Mr. Monger and his
executive 1 do not think that that statement
is correct. 'Why should they not have a
right to go to the Premier or to any highly
paid official if their cause is a just one?

The Minister for Works: It depends how
they go. If they attempt to dictate it is
a different question.

Mr., A, THOMSON: Did they ever at-
tempt to dictate to the Minister for Works?

The Minister for Works: Yea.

Mr. A. THOMSON: In regard to what?

The Minister for Works: I intend to tell
the House,

Mr. A. THOMSON: On what did they
attempt to dictate?

Mr. Munsie: You will get any number of
cases, but take the demurrage on wool for
one.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1 intend to deal with
that. 1 am quite satisfied that, if any just
case was put up to the Minister for Rail-
ways, a rebate would be allowed. I have
sufficient faith in the Minister’s coneeption
of fair play to believe that this is so. Why
should any section of producers, even the
wool growcers, be debarred from getting their
rights? The Leader of the Opposition knows
there are times when it is necessary to bring
great pressure to bear on a department in
order to get common justice. There is
no greater combine in Western Aus-
tralia than the Railway Department. Even
wher one ean prove a case agaiust them, and
one has a just ease, they will not pive one
justice unless pressure is hrought to bear
upon them, The average individual is not
in a position to fight a wealthy department
like that. I know of a case in which wilful
negligence was proved against the Railway
Department, resulting in a loss of food sup-
plies, but the department declined to pay
any damages. If the ease had been taken
to court the department would have appealed.
The Leader of the Opposition knows that
this is quite correct, for he was Minister
for Railways for some years. He also knows
that charges have been imposed which on
many occasions were unjust.

Hen. P. Collier: I do net know that you
can only get justice from the Railway De-
partment by bringing strong pressure to
bear upon them.
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Mr. A, THOMSON: The hon.
doesd know it, for he was administering
the department for years. I always
found him just and fair. Indeed I think
those at present in office are just and
fair. 'When the matter was placed
before the Commissioner in its proper light,
and in a3 way that it had not been placed
before him originally, he admitted that he
was wrong in the action he took. It was
because the arguments placed before him
were 80 convineing that he was satisfied the
department had erred; not because of the
Manner in which the case was laid before
him., That was why the rebate on the wool
epnsignments was made. The member for
Hannans (Mr. Munsie) by way of interjec-
tion asked why the rebate on the wool was
given, and suggested that it was done be-
canse of the manner in which the executive
head of the Farmers’ and Settlers' Associa-
tion placed the matter before the Commis-
sioner. It must be remembered that there
was & strike in existence amongst the men
who were handling the wool. If the Rail-
way Department had unloaded the wool there
would have been a general strike on the rail-
ways. When the wool was consigned through
the railways to Fremantle, there was no
thought of a strike. Wool is carried at
special rates, and the Commissioner has to
both load and wnload it. Tt is not within
the province of the ordinary consignee or
consignor to load or unload. The depart-
ment bage their charges on a rate sufficientty
high to cover this loading and unloading.
On the arrival of the wool at Fremantle it
was kept in the trucks, not becausc the con-
signees or consignors wished it to remain
there, but in order to suit the convenience
of the department, The department knew
that if any attempt was made to unlead the
waol into the sheds trouble would ensue,
Was it, therefore, a reasonable thing to
charge demurrage amounting ' to £4,1579
Mr. Monger was not interested in the wool
in any way, therefore the charges made by
the Leader of the Opposition fall by the
board, as does the interjection of the mem-
ber for Hannans. I do not care who the
man is, and what his political ereeds are, if
. he has a just ease to bring against the Rail-
way Department, he should not have to move
outside bodies to puf the case for him. I
can quote another instance which concerned
me personally. The department received a
jar of spirits of salts, and carried it at the
highest rate, that is, the third class rate. The
jar was sent at owner’s risk, it is true, but
it waa proved that it was broken by one of
the men belonging to the department at
Narrogin. The claim against the depart-
ment was repudiated, on the ground that the
consignment was carried at owner’s risk.

Mr, Wilson: They do that in all cases.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I ask hon. members
if that was just treatment. I regard the
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) as a fair-
minded man, If he had been in the position
the wool growers were in, in connection with

member
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the wool T have been speaking about, would
he have expected the Commissioner for Rail-
ways to retain the demurrage charges when
the wool was kept in the trucks at the con-
venience of the department?

The Minister for Works: If the consign-
ment had been carried at the highest rate it
would have been carried at Commissioner’s
risk.

Mr, A. THOMSON: I am dealing with the
wool at present. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion has made a great song about undue in-
fluence. It ecan, however, be proved that his
statements have mno foundation in faet.
Whoever gave the hon, member the informa-
tion he seems to possess must have uninten-
tionally misled him. I say without fear of
contradiction that if the Leader of the Op-
position had been Miniater for Railways he
would have granted the rebate under the
same conditions as the Commissioner did.

Hon. P. Collier: I got the information
from the ‘‘Primary Producer.'’ It is a
very reliable paper.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The hon, member put
the wrong interpretation upon what ap-
peared there. TFor obvious reasons he took
a different view, but I hope I have been
able to prove that he was wrong and was, at
all events, unintentionally incorrect in his
statements.

Hon. P. Collier: The editor of the paper
must share the responsibility with me.

AMr, A, THUMSON: I think I have ¢om-
pletely replied to the statements which have
come from the Opposition benches, as regards
the alleged domination of the Country Party
in this Chamber by ocutside bodies. There
is no more free party in Western Australin
than the Country Party.

Mr, Davies: We -are perfectly free,

Mr. A, THOMSON: The hon. member
may be as free, but he is certainly not more
free than we are. There may be others as
free, but none who are more so in the matter
of domination from outside. It comes with
bad graece from the Leader of the Oppesition
and others, when they charge this party with
having to do as they are told. The Leader
of the Opposition knows that he was only
preferring these charges for political reasons.
We are proud to sit here and to aceept our
share of responsibility.

Mr, O'Loghlen: If it were not for geo-
graphical reasons, yon personally would be
aceepting more responsibility. :

Mr. A, THOMSON: I do not underatand
the hon. member,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Read the ‘*West Austra-
lian, *’

The Minister for Worka: Yor had better
be eareful or they will have you set.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Even the ‘*West Aus
tralian’’ may make mistakes. It does not
hold that it is infaliible.

Hon. P. Collier: Hard luck for you.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T still represent the
Katanning electorate, and while I do se will
voice my views here.

Hon, P. Collier: Poor ol@ Katanning.
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Mr. A. THOMSON: It is good old Kat-
anning, No doubt nething would have given
the Leader of the Opposition greater pleasure
than to have seen me defeated.

Hon. P. Collier: I was not worrying a bit.
A stronger man might have been elected.
You will always do me.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T do not wish to take up
the time of the House in continwally rteply-
ing to the accusations that are made by the
Leader of the Opposition. It is gratifying
to us to think that an organisation, whieh
started a few years ago with only eight re-
presentatives in Parliament, to-day has 16.
I was returned in 1921 and then had the
privilege of sitting on the Opposition benches.
As a private member I rather prefer to be
sitting in Opposition. A private member has
no responsihilitics and can voice his opiniona,
He can eriticise without fear of embarrassing
the Government, and is in a happier position
than when sitting behind the Government,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You should not tell
new members that; they may cross the floor.

Mr. A THOMSOX: Judging from the ut-
terances of one or two new members I should
say they were an acquisition to the House,
and will prove to be fully capable of voicing
their own views. Anyhow, tliey know how
to act.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You just said they
could not do so,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I did not say any-
thing of the sort. When I wag sitting in
Opposition, the unauthorised purchase of the
*‘Kanparoo’’ was perpetrated by the Gov-
ernment, "of which the Leader of the Op-
position was a member. I sfated in the House
at the time that I represented over 2,000
electors, and demanded the right to have some
say in the expenditure of the money involved.
I contended that before a Bill te ratify an
expenditure of that sort was brought down
the House should be consulted.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You think that is right,
and that you should be consulted? Dd you
admit the right to be consunlted before the
Holyoake purchase for £84,000 was made?
Youn did nothing of the sort.

Mr, A, THOMSON: T made that statement
at the time, and I repeat it to-day, that the
House should be consulted on such questions,
Under the constitution of this Chamber we
claim to have representation by the people
and for the people and to be governed by
the people, when in actual fact Cabinet, com-
posed of six men, have during the past six
months been running the affairs of State
without ¢onsulting Parliament. The country
is not really governed by the House at all. 1
&o not say there is any remedy for this un-
fortunate position. The member for Nelson
{Mr, J. H, Smith) stated that a system of
elective Ministries would remedy the posi-
tion, but after his remarks on the subject
I would not be prepared to advocate it. My
clectorate is so situated geographically that
I would not stand much chance. Our pres-
ent system means that members sitting on the
Government side of the House bave very

(8l
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often to support the Government in their
actions and the measures they bring down
without approving of them. .

Mr. Wilson: Always!

Mr. A, THOMSON: Members sitting op-
posite know that quite well. I am not going
to say that we shall accept everything from
the Government as being correet, When the

"Leader of the Oppotition moved to reduce

Supply by £50,000, ke said one of his abjects
was to give the Country Party an opportunity
of showing that they were in earnest in their
degires for economy.+ The twig had plenty of
bird lime upon it. No ¢ne knew better than
the Leader of the Opposition what the result
wonld have been had his amendment been
carried. Tt would have meant a change in
tho administration.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:» How do you know
that? .

Mr, A. THOMBON: The hon. member
knows it as well as I do.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It all depends on
whether the Premier takes it as a motion of
want of confidence, The Premier did not say
he would do that.-

Mr. A, THOMSON: The ?=nuty Leader
of the Opposgition is too old a try to
strew that chaff in this House. If the motion
of the Leader of the Opposition had been
carried, the Premier would have had no op-
tion but to tender his resignation to the Gov-
ernor, on the ground that the Ministry no
longer had the confidence of the House, 1
had the privilege of sitting on the Opposition
benches when the then l.eader of the Op-
position, the late Mr, Frank Wilson, to-
gether with the present Minister for Works
and the present Premier, declared repeatedly
that the Labour Administration was abso-
lutely lacking in business capaeity and pos-
sessed no husingss acumen. I think the coun-
try believed that, and I will say candidly
that, as a. member sitting behind the gentle-
man I have named, T believed it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You bave found out
your mistake since.

"Mr. A. THOMSON: In 1916, owing to the
result of an clection in the North, Mr, Frank
Wilson came into power. I will he quite
frank and say that the country did look, and
the members following Mr, Frank Wilgon did
look, for some measures of econgmy. Those
members did sincerely believe that at least
some effort would be made to stem the finan-
cial drift and that the deficit would eventually
hecome a thing of tlie past. Tnfortunately,
since 191G the deficit has increased steadily.
However, I will be just and say that there
have been extemtating cireumstanees. There
was the War, during which a large percent-
age of the earning manhood of the State was
away at the Front.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That was so in 1915.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Quite correct. To a
certain extent the Labour Administration
ad mitigating circumstances also. My de-
sire is to be perfectly fair., My party recog-
nige that owing to the War, production neces-
sarily decreagsed to a very considerable ex-



tent. But, still, we did feel that if the men
who had been deelaring that there was a total
lack of business capaeity in the Labeour Min.
isters a‘tministered the various departments,
something wouid be done to improve the state
of theé finances.

Mr. Munsie:
was done?

Mr. A. THOMSOXN:
defieit increased, Ministers eontended that
the deficit was a legacy left to them by the
Labour Administration. T will admit that
in part it might be so ‘regarded; but, still,
there is no getting away from the fact that
every Premier who succeeded the head of the
Labour Government wndertook to do some-
thing to square the finances—Mr, Frank Wil-
son, Sir Henry Lefroy, Mr. Colebateh, and
the present Premier, alike.
am bound to own, Mr, ‘* Business Acumen’’
has not beeome visible. I consider it is time
that Ministers realised their responsibilities
in this connection. I do not mean that Min-
isters have not an appreciation of their re-
ponsibilities; what I do mean is that it is
time Ministers did something more than they
have done in the past, In view of the fact
that the country has already tried the ad-
ministrative capacity of the Labour Party,
of the Liberal Party, anl of the National
Party in suceession, I think I may claim that
the people are now looking for something to
he done by members who occupy the cross
benches in this Chamber. The country is
Iooking to us to do our duty. Speaking on
the hustings in my electorate, I deelared that
T accepted no responsibility for the state of
the finances, and that the Country Party ac-
cepted no snch responsibility.

Afr. J. Mac("allum Smith: What nonsense!

Mr. A. THOMBON: T want to be quite
elear and definite on this point. I do not wish
to be misunderstood at all. My contention is

Did you find that anything

that up to the time of the present Adminis-

tration taking office the Country Party had
no share of responsibility for the finances,
gseeing that the Country Party had not iils
share of administrative functions. The Coun-
try Party had no oceasion to shoulder half of
the responsihility for the finaneial position of
the State, seeing that the partv had not half
rerresentation in the Cabinet,

Hou. P. Collier: The (ountry Party have
had a fair ghare of representation.

AMr. A. THOMSOX: We had two Ministers.

Hom, W, C. Angwin: Three,

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: We had two; and, in
fact, we did not have these two until the
dying hours of the tast Parliament, when the
member for Alhany (Hon. J. Scaddan) de-
eilled to join the Country Party. Then we
hall two Ministers, but not until then.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You had three.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We had two. Can
the hon, memboer say who are the three?

Hon. W. (¢, Angwin: The Colonial Secre-
tarv and Mr. Willmatt and Mr. Baxter.

Mr, A. THOMBOXN: The last two gentle-
men whom the deputy Leader of the OQpposi-
tion has mentioned were Honorary Ministers.

]

We found that the

TUp to date, I,
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Hon, W. C. Angwin: That makes no dif-
ference,

Mr, A, THOMSON: So far as we know,
they had not full administrative power.

Mr, Mungie: Of course they had.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: Did not we have ques-
tions asked last sessign from the Opposition
side of the Chamber as to what authority the
Honorary Ministers had to do certain things?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: As to signing certain
papers. -

Mr, A, THOMSON:  Yes; and the hon.
member interjecting was the member who
agked the questions.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Certainly.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Yet the hon, member
would lead the House, and incidentally the
conntry, to believe that my party had full
representation in the Government and, there-
fore, full responsibility.

Hon. P. Collier: Does not the hon, mem-
ber know that Honorary Ministers have full
voiee in Cabinet?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr., A, THOMSON: I contend that the
Country Party dil not assome full respon-
sibility until the present Cabinet eame into
power. To-day we have our equal share of
responsibility.

Hon. P. Collier: And the position is getting
worse a3 your share increases.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. A, THOMSON: The party had no say
in the selection. T hope no section of the
House will take umbrage at the statements T
make. The Country Party realise that it is
tir~ samething was done to stem the finan-
cial drift. As a matfter of faet, it was the
Country Party wha first gave an intimation
to the Mipisters relected from their ranks
ttat a peorind must he put to the finaneial
drift; and those Ministers eonveyed that in-
timation from the Country Party to the Gov-
ernment a8 a whole, T want the House and
the country to know that we are now taking
our full share of responsibility. I repeat, the
conntry, having tried the varions other pol-
itieal sections, is to-day looking to this party
to do its financial duty by the State. We
were the first party to make the Government
realise their responsibilities.

Hon. P. Collier: Tn what way?

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: Withont in any way
disclosing party seerets, I may say that we
had a party meeting at which 1t was declared
that we were out for economy, and we im-
pressed that cireumstance upon the Ministers
befonaing to our party. The Leader of the
Oppogition made a good deal of fuss ahout
that resolution which was passed by ‘‘the
executive,”’ whereas, in fact, the Country
Party as a party had first taken steps to
impress upon the Government the necessity
for taking some aetion to stem the finaneial
drift, The exeewtive to which the Leader of
the Opposition has referred carried that reso-
Iution not only by way of backing up the
members of the Country Party in Parliament,
but as &n intimation to Western Australia
at large that the cxceutive in question would
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stand solidly behind the party’s Parliamen-
tary representatives in their efforts to bring
about public economy and efficient Govern-
ment service.

Hon. P. Collier: What are you going to
do?

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am going to make
an appeal to the Leader of the Opposition.
That hon. member stated, quite openly, the
other evening that he intended to stand be-
bind Ministers and assist them. Very well. L
hope to be able to show him—I do not know
whether he will follow my advice—the diree-
tions in which he may possibly be able to
help the Government in such a manner as the
party in Opposition have not done hitherto,
The Country Party, let me say, are not going
to follow either the Leader of the Opposition
or the Premicr on the question of finance,
The Leader of the Opporition has given us
an exccllent specch. The hon. gentleman
showed how the deficit had increased since
the time of the Labour Government's leaving
oftice. He pointed out how much more rev-
enue the present Government had, but he
carefully omitted any allusion to the increas-
ing expenditure. His efforts were confined
to showing how the deficit had inereased, and
of course the Leader of the Opposition said
that had his party remained in power there
would have been no deficit. The Premier re-
plied, as I think properly, that in such cir-
cumstances the deficit might have reached
ten millions. Probably the Premier was
right.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The deficit would not
have been three millionss

Hon. P. Collier; You have our Treasurer
in your ranks as a Minister.

Mr. A. THOMBOXN: Bat he is not handling
the cash. *

Hon. P. Collier: You would not trust him
with the cash,

Mr. A, THOMSBOX : That is rather a griev-
ous reflection on the hon. member’s 0ld chicf,
to say that the present Government wonld not
trust him with the cash.

Hon. P. Collier: It was you who said that.

Mr, A, THOMSON: No; I did not say that
the Minister for Mines could not be trusted
with the c¢ash, That was the interjection
of the Leader of the Opposition. I meant
simply that the member for Albany -ia not
Treasurer; that is all. I would be the last
to reflect on the honesty of the Minister for
Mines. or on the honesty of any member of
thia Chamber.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!

Mr, A, THOMSON: T believe all the mem-
bers are honest and upright men. I am not
going to follow, in this debate, the course
which was adopted by the Leader of the Op-
position. He oceupied quite a eonsiderable
time in explaining what wonderful adminis-
trative eapacity the members of the Labour
Administration had shown, what sleepless
nirhts they had spent in endeavouring to
save a shilling here and sixpence there.

My, O’Loghlen: They showed results,
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Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes, they did. They
started the deficit.

Mr. O’Loghlen: After five years they had
only a deficit of a million. You put it up
to five millions.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I 4id not say that the
Labour Government are responsible. I sim-
ply made the statement that they started the
deficit. When they left office, there was a
deficit. The Leader of the Opposition him-
self has made that statement.

My, O'Loghlen: Look at the defizit now.

Mr. A. THOMSON : Unfortunately, the de-
ficit has now reached five millions; but we
must bear in mind that the Administrations
which followed the Labeur Government had
to carry the babies which Labour Ministers
left, and {o nowrish those babies.

Hon, P. Collier: And you took in
Treasurer to help you to do it.

Mr, Munsie: Any babies left by the Labour
Government are returning profits to the pres-
ent Government.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Are the Wyndham
Meat Works showing a profit?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The present Govern-
ment built those works.
Mr. A, THOMSON:
ernment started them.

Mr, O’Loghlen: What about the brick-
works?

Mr, A, THOMSON: The result of the es-
tablishment of the State brickworks has been
the shutting up of private brickworks, No
more men have been or are employed as the
resuit of the State setting out to manufae-
ture bricks.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: No. The result has
bheen to bring down the price of bricks hy
at least 5s. per thousand in the wetropalitan
area.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Does the hon. mem-
ber know that for picked bricks the State
brickworks are charging over £7 per thou-
sand ¥

Mr. Munsie: If it had not been for the
State brickworks the cost would have been
£10 a thousand.

Mr, A, THOMSON: The ¢ost of the bricks
which were required in connection with the
Children’s Hospital was £7 per thousand,
and they were only ordinary ‘picked bricks.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What were other firms
eharging ¢

Mr. A, THOMSON: They were charging
less, but while this partieular job was on
there were no other bricks available.

Mr. O’Loghlen: If what you say abont
the price is true, the private brickworks

our

But the Labour Gov-

" ghould not have closed down.

Mr. A, THOMSON: True, we have our
State brickworks, and true they are showing
s profit, but -they eloged up the Cardup
Brick Company.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is a tribnte to State
management. ) ’

The Minister for Works: Mr. Vincent told
me he conld not make bricks as cheaply as
wa were making them, and he offered his
works to us.
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Mr. A, THOMSON: I have no desire to
enter into a debate with the Minister, who
of course kpnows all about it. I am only
giving the facts. I defy the Minister to dis-
pute the statement that I made, that the
bricks whiech were used at the Children’s
Hospital cost the contractor ‘over £7 per
thousand. It is up to the Minister, as well
as to hon. members opposite, to dispute that
statement.

The Minister for Works: I wil? deal with
it

Mr. A. THOMSON: These industries
were established to act as policemen to keep
prices down, so that private owners would
not be able to exploit the public. The pub-
lic, however, have been exploited, even by
the State enterprises. I am not going to
blame the Minister for Works altogether,
but- let us take the State sawmills and see
what the position is to-day. That enterprise
iz part and parcel of the timber combine.
That, too, was brought inte existence osten-
8ibly to act as a policeman.,

Hon, P. Collier: It was brought in to en-
able us to market our karri.

Mr. A. THOMSON: And to-day it is part
and pareel of the eombine.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Only for export.

Mr. A, THOMSON: And for local sale.
The hon. member should talk of something
of which he has a knowledge. He does not
understand this position. The information
was given to me, and 1 guarantee it to be
correct, that the State sawmills quoted a
price to a certain gentleman in my distriet
who had tendered for a large building eon-
tract. He based his tender on the quotation
that he had received, and bhis tender was the
lowest. Before he signed the contract, how-
ever, he sent his order to the State sawmills.
Did they adhere to their quote? Not much.

Hon. W. £. Angwin: I suppose the altera-
tion wasg due to an increase in wages?

Mr. A, THOMSON: Any private concern
would have stood to their contract.

Hon. P. Collier: Why do you not sell
them all up?

Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon. member
knows well that the consent of both Houses
of Parliament must be obtained.

Hon, P. Collier: But you have not in the
last five years even attempted to get the eon-
sent of Parliament.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have not been in
the position to ask Parliament to agree to
the sale of any of them.

Hon. P. Collier: Your party then.

Mr. O'Loghlen: 1If your party say the
word, then it will bave to be done.

Hon. P. Collier: It’s all right, Mr. Monger
will bring it up.

Mr, A. THOMSON: The position is that
while the Leader of the Opposition and hon.
members say that bricks are cheaper and all
the rest of it, if the amount of money that
had been expended on the State enterprises
had been devoted to opening up the country,
we should, long before this, have had a bet-
ter return.

. policy.
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Hon, W, C. Angwin: The amount is only
a flea bite.

Mr. A, THOMSON: 1t is a pretty sub-
stantial flea bite,

Hon. P. Collier: The amount spent on the
sawmills was apent in opening up and
developing the karri country.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We cannot get away
from the fact that the State Sawmills are
part and parcel of the combine. We only
have to ask for a quotation from either the
Btate Sawmills, or from the private con-
cerns, to find that they are precisely the
same.

Hon. P. Collier: We have lost contrel, I
admit.

Mr. A. THOMSON: To get back to the
finances. I have no intention of following
in the footsteps of either the Leader of the
Opposition or the Premier. Both those hon.
gentlemen went to considerable paina to
show us how much money we owed, and how
it had accumulated. But when we turn to
the Governor’s Speech we find that, in
spite of increased revenue, we had a deficit
last year of £686,000. Then, further on we
read that the credit of the State is good.
It is satisfactory to know that, and I be-
lieve that one of the main reasons why our
credit is good is because we bhave such a
vast territory. In my opinion, however, our
credit will only remain good so long as the
administration of the affairs of the State
gives evidence that we are getting 20s.
worth of value for every 20s. that we spend.
I trust that the Government will adopt that
I say aWvisedly that the mere
sacking of two or three haods from the
railway serviee, wages men, will not have
the result of effecting cconomies that we
would like to see brought about. The heads
of various departments and Ministers who
are administering the departments should
be made to realise that ‘‘ecomomy’’ is the
watechword aud ‘‘efficiency’’ is the pass-
word, and if they should fail to make good
in this tespect, they should make room for
more competent heads of departments and
more determined Ministers.

Hon. P. Collier: That
admiration.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I wish to impress on
the Government—and I regret that there
are only two Ministers in the House—the
Minister for Works is taking a good deal
of interest in what I am saying—

The Minister for Agriculture: I will go
out if you want to come in.

Hou. P. Collier: Oh na! The laat in should
not be the first out.

Mr, A, THOMSON: That is not the atti-
tude Ministers should adopt.

Hon. P. Collier: I think some of the o¢ld
offenders should go first.

Mr. A. THOMSON: So far a3 I am con-
cerned, and so far as the party with which
I am associated are concerned, I say that
unless the Government are determined and
persistent in their efforts to make the ex-

commands my
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penditure and revenue come nearer to-
gether, the Country Party may bave to
seriously consider their position.

Hon. P. Collier: That i3 a2 pronouncement
on behalf of your party.

Mr. A. THOMSON : T have made the
statement and I take the responsibility
for it.

Hon. P. Collier: You are speaking for
the party.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I believe I am
speaking for the party, although [ have
not consulted them. At any rate that is
the attitude I am going to adopt. It is the
duty of the Government, and the duty of
members oppesite as well

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You will not cateh
8.

Mr. A. THOMSON: To sce that we get
full value for the money spent.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: We do not want the
country to go to ruin altogether.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I do not know that
the country will go to ruin, The member
for North-East Fremantle (Hon, W, G,
Angwin) has a certain amount of adminia-
trative capaeity, I desire to be just, and I
will say that he did give evidence of
administrative capacity, and I believe also
that the members who composed the Labour
Government gave of their best to the State.
No man c¢an do more,

Hon. P. Collier: The best might have
beer very poor,

Mr. A. THOMSON: If the hon. member
likes to admit that it was poor, it ia his
affair.

Hoen, P. Collier:
about it.

Mr. A, THOMSON: We are faced with
great problems and it is the duty of every
member to support the Government if per-
sistent efforts are made to effect economies,
It ig the duty of Ministers to teil their
responsible officers that if they do not give
results, it is time that’ they went.

The Minister for Works: Will you tell
us how you wonld put them out of the
service?

Mr. A. THOMSON: From my kunowledge
of the Minister for Works, if he had a man
under him who was not efficient, he would
darned soon get rid of him,

The Minister for Works: I got rid of
one man whom they had beer trying to get
rid of for 35 years. :

Mr. Johnston: Did he die of old age?

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Minister’s inter-

I want io be modest

jection shows eclearly that something can’

be done. If Ministers find that their
attempts to effeect ecconomies are being
thwarted by the responsible heads, they
ghould deal with those heads. So far as my
own business is concerned, if I cannot get
results, I change my men, and it ig time
that the Government did the same.

Hon. P. Collier : Self-preservation will
compel them to move,

Mr. A. THOMSBON: I hope it will.
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Mr. Pickering: The Government have re-
duced the service by 206 in three years.
. Hon. P. Collier: Most of them died.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Poor old Barwood! After
33 years.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I hope 1 bave made
my pogition .clear so far as the finances of
the State are concerned.

Hon. T. Walker: But what is your pro-
posal?  Economy is a general word. Tell
us how you would economise.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We want 20z, worth
of value for 20s. worth of expenditure, and
if we bave work for only 10 men, and one
official, we should not employ 20 men and
half-a-dozen officials. The Leader of the
Opposition made the position quite elear
when he said that the Government would
have very unpleasant duties to per-
form, and that he would help them in any
endeavour they made to effect economies.
I have endeavoured to make my position par-
fectly clear. Unless the present Administra-
tion give this House evidence that they are
exercising econmomies, and endeavouring to
bring the income and the expenditure closer
in accord than they are doing, then I think
they should make room for others who may
make a better fist of it than is the case to-
day.

Mr. Davies: Are you in favour of elective
Ministriea®

Mr., A, THOMSON: I am rather dubious
about that, becanse I may be biassed, partie.
ularly after the remarks by the member for
Nelgon {(Mr, J. H, Smith). If it were de-
cided to take the best brains from both sides
of the House in order to form a Ministry,
I wouldl welcome the proposal. The point
ariges, however, would the members of the
Opposition come along and work?

Hon. P. Collier: You offer it to us.

Mr. A, THOMSON: We must remember
that the Labour members had an opportunity
when the National Government was first
formed, but they did not eare to join in.
That was an honest attempt to form:

Mr. O’Loghlen: An honest attempt! Wasg
the treatment of Frank Wilson honest? Was
it honest for the Party to meet and to depose
him later when he was absent?

My, A, THOMSON: That is not the posi-
tion.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Premier and the Min-
ister for Works will endorse it.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I cannot allow that
statement to go out without challenge, The
late Mr. Frank Wilson walked out of the
‘room and refused- to submit hiniEelf™ t6 the
will of the meeting.

Hon. P, Collier: Yes, as the result of the
treatment he received.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The treatment he re-
ceived was as fair as that accorded to any-
one else,

Mr. Bimona:
plank. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
not speak out of his seat.

They made him walk the

A member mbst



162

Mr. A, THOMSON: We never made Mr.
Wilson walk the plank. Mr. Wilson would
not submit himself to the meeting, and he
left.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He would not submit to-

the dietation of the Caucus. .

Mr., A, THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition in an interjection earlier suggested
that Labour members should be given a trial.
If a suggestion arose in this House and a
request were made to the Leader of the Op-
position asking him to take part in the for-
mation of another Government, would he do
it? Would he assist the present Government
in the face of the present diflicult times by
doing that?

Ar. Teesdale: People would drop dead if
he did.

Mr, Davies:
proposal?

Mr. A. THOMSBOXN: I think se.

Hon. T. Walker: We cannot sell our priu-
ciples for office. .

Mr, A. THOMSBON: At any rate, I think
I should ask for notice to be given of the
question.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Could you
support such a proposalf

Mr, A THOMSON: That is for the party
to decide.

Hon. T, Walker: TIow can you make an
elective Ministry a Constitutional Ministry?

Mr. A, THOMSON: I recognise that there
are many difliculties confronting such a step
and I think that the member asking the
question knows that it is impracticable.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We wonld have to
alter the Constitution to get over the diffi-
culty.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Greater difficulties
have been overcome, but I do not know ex-
actly how it eonld be done in this particnlar
instanece.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: If eould be done by
an alteration of the Conatitution,

Mr. A. THOMSON: Why did you not do
that? )

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Beeause we did not
require to do it at the time.

Mr, A, THOMSON: You had been in office
for years and if you believed in the principle,
you conld have altered the Constitution.
When members turn to the Governor’s Speech
they will see the following pregnant pas-
sage—

The industries of Western Australia arc
passing through a period of crisis resulting
from world-wide influences, the outcome of
the recent war and the tprbulent conditions
still prevailing in many conntries. The
markets for wool, frozen meat, base metals,
pearls and pearlshells, sandalwoeod and other
products, are in a condition of eollapse, and
although this phase is merely a passing one,
the greatest care will be necessary to meet
the resulting losses and to keep those in-
dustries in a state of readiness to resume
activities when the markets recover.

Hon. . Walker: Who wrote that?

Would you support such a
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Mr. A. THOMSON: That statement ap-
pears in the Governor’a Speech and it is a
serions natter.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a pessimistic para-
graph.

Mr. A. TIOMB(N: It may be pessimistic,
but it is true. It is omly recently that the
position has eased somewhat regarding pearl-
shell. The member for Roebourne (Alr, Tees-
dale) can deal with that position more effee-
tively as he comes from a distriet affected
by the industry, but in my opinion, it is only
very recently that they have been able to get
rid of small quauntities of the pearlshell.
Formerly the pearlshell industry was at a
standstill,

Mr. .J. MaeCallum Bmith: They are getting
inereased priees.

Mr. A, THOMSBON: I am delighted to
hear it. We know the position regarding the

wool industry,

Mr, J. MacCallum Smith: Prices for wool
have improved as well,

Mr., A. THOMSBON: Does the hon. mem-
ber think those prices will continue to im-
prove?

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: Yes.

The Minister for Works. I think they will,
too,

Mr. A. THOMSON: T think the hon.
members who have interjected must be op-
timists. I am not so optimistic about the po-
gition as is the Minister for Works or the
member for North Perth, I am afraid the
position is not so good as it might be,

Mr. J. MacCallum Smitn: We had a big
sale.

Mr. A. THOMSON: As to the sales, what
were the prices? Bome of the returns equalled
a farthing per 1b. That is a wonderful price,
is it not? It would not even pay railway
freight. The position is not satisfactory,
and the outlook is certainly not good. 1
know certain factors affect the position. The
statement has been made that unfortunately
we¢ have unemployment in this State. The
Leader of the. Opposition said that there was
a large number of men unemployed, and, as
a matter of faet, we know that there was a
deputation which recently waited upon the
Premier with the request that certain things
should be dones I admire the Premier for the
replvy that he gave to that deputation. The
Premier said, ¢ Tf you want work, go out into
the country. There is plenty of work there.’’
In common with the Premier, T believe that
there is plenty of work in the country.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: That hag changed
during the last few weeks.

Mr, A, THOMSON: A party of immigrants
come up by Tuesday’s train from Albany,
numbering 64, and practically cveryone of
them was placed straight away.

Mr. Heron: At sweating rates.

Mr, A, THOMSOXN: I will deal with the
question of sweating rates later on. What
floes the hon, member mean by sweating
rates?

Hou, W. C, Angwin: I asked the Secretary
of the Labour Burcau if he could find work
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for two men and he said that the work was
coming in very slowly.

Mr. A, THOMSON: If those men had
gone down to the Katanning distriet, they
would have got work there. There is a de-
mand for workers in the country districts,

Mr, Teesdale: There are no picture shows
there.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T think that is one of
the troubles.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: T wanted the posi-
tiona for men who were willing to go to the
country.

Mr, A. THOMSON: As a matter of fact, 1
think it must be admitted that there is not
mueh evidenee of unemployment yet. I hope
wa never get a gennine unemployment diffi-
eulty here.

Mr. J. MaeCallum Smuth:
professional unemployed.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Asa young man I had
the misfortune to participate in Victoria in
that finaneial erash that is known as the
““bursting of the land boom.”? T do not think
Western Australia has ever scen, and please
Goil she never will, sneh a° position of affairs
as was cvideneed throughout that crash.

The Minister for Works: It wag pretty bad
in 1893,

Mr. A, THOMSON: T think that members
on the Opposition gide can help those on the
Ministerial side, but if they desirc to do so,
they must adopt tacties different from thoue
they have followed in the past. I make that
statement, not in anger, but more in sorrow.
T want te show members sitting on the Op-
position side of the Hounse where I think they
ean do some good, which will benefit not only
Western Australia, but the working man as
well, T know what it is to be unemployed.
I have walked the streets of Melbourne and
its suburbs looking for work. I do-pmot know
anything more heart-breaking or distressing
than the task of looking for work when a
wife and children depend upon one’s efforts.
I was not married in those days, but T know
the responsibility resting upon my father and
his family during that period. At that time
married men were accepting 23s. and 303, a
week, In my own ecase [ worked for 3s. a
week and tucker and worked from 5 o’cloek
in the morning till midnight. T hope to God
neither my sons nor any children in Weatern
Australin will ever be reduced to those depths
in this State. T do not think they will, for
we have a great country with very great pos-
sibilties. When we find, however, that we
have work, and that men are not allowed fo
take work that is offering, is it any wonder
that we have troublous times in Western Aus-
tralia? T believe that there is capital avail-
able to develop the industries of this State,
but unfortunately those who have the money
are doubtful about investing it here. In
some cages work has been started and when
evetything is going with a swing, the organ-
iser of a union comes along and asks the
men what they are getting. On being told,
he says that it is not enough and work stops.

You mean the
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T will quotd one or two cases which have
come under my notice.

Mr. MeCallum interjected.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I will have somethinyg
to say to you, Mr. McCallum, later on.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not address another member by
name,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 10 7.30 p.m.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Before tea T was dis-
cussing that paragraph in the Governgr's
Speech which stated that Western Australiz
i3 passing through a serious erisis resulting
from world-wide influences, I propose to
show where, in my opinion, the Opposition
might possibly assist us. T want to show
that seme of the actions of hon. members
opposite have resulted in considerable loss to
the State. For instance, there is the shear-
ers’ strike. I want to show the disastrous
cffecet of the attitude of the leaders of the
men, especially when we consider that a few
weeks ago those same leaders led a deputa-
tion to the Premier, pointing out the exist-
enee of seriong unemployment, 1 am in-
formed that there is at Carnarvon a camp
of 50 alleged shearers. It is safc to assume
that the unions are keeping those men in
idleness, I think even hon. members oppo-
site must admit that they might possibly be
of some assistance here. We know that the
wool position is very serious, that when de-
control eame about, the hottom fell out of
the market. Unlike some hon. members, T
am not optimistic about any improvement in
that market, and I very munch douht if the
average pastoralist is viewing the future with
confidence, Mr. Watts, of the Australian
Workera’ Union, demanded that £4 10s. and
keep should be paid to rouseabouts, and 40s.
per hundred and keep to shearers. The pas-
toralists offered last year’s terms, a very
gencrou offer, seeing that the price of wool
has dropped by more than half, and that,
further, a number of the p'wtomllqtq ha\u
not yet reccived a penny for their wool.

Hon. P. Collier: And there is their con-
tribution to the election funds of your party
to be made up.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The pastoralists are
just as much at liberty to contribute to the
funds of a party endeaveouring te look after
the interests of primary producers as is any
section of the community to contribute to
the funds of the hon. member’s party.

Hon, P. Collier: Yes, but not to ask the
shearers to pay for it, :

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is beside the
point. T say the price offered by the pastor-
alist was a generous one. The bulk of the
men are quite willing to shear at the old
rates, but the awtoerats down herq, who un-
fortunately are at the head of affairs, have
declared that not one sheep shall be shorn
until the rates they demand are paid.

Hon. P. Collier: It was the conference of
shearers that said it, not the autocrats.
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Mr, A, THOMSOX:
the statement of Mr.
of the union.

Hon. P. Collier: He is the secretary of
the union, and he carries out the iustrue-
tions given to him.

Mr. A. THOMSON: A little while ago
the Leader of the Opposition was twitting
us with having to ecarry out instructions,

Hon. P. Collier: Have yon not Dbrains
e¢nough to understand the difference between
instructions to a political party and instrue-
tions to the secretary of a union?

Mr. A. THOMSON: The' hon. member does
not seem to like facts, but prefers to soar
in the airy realms of his imagination, I
have this knowledge— -

Hon, P. Collier: Very little lmowledge.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That the shearers
ean make from £8 to £12 per week and their

1 am only repeating
Watts, the mouthpicce

keep. In view of this, it does seem time that

the leaders of the Labour movement should
realise that we are faced with falling mar-
kets and that, therefore, they should be pre-
pared to adopt o reasonable attitude.

Mr, Lambert: Get the farmers to adopt
a reasonable attitnde about wheat.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I will deal with the
wheat question presently.

Hon, P. Collier: Great heavens!
much more are you going to deal with?

Mr. A. THOMSON: T have just as much
right to voice my opinions here as has the
Leader of the Opposition, and he ecan inter-
jeet as much as he likes. I wish to deal with
another point. We have heard a little in the
Hoiise, and the time of the House has been
occupied by the member for South Fremantle
in asking questions relative to the Esplanade
Hotel dispute. I want to give the House the
true facts of the ease. The dispute started
on Tuesday, Marech 1st, at 5 pm.  Tiwo
waitresses employed in the lotel came on
duty at noon and served lunch, At 4 pm.
it was their duty to serve afternoon. tea in
the servery, upstairs. At 4.30 p.m. the hall
porter went to them for tea for Miss Jones,

Hon. P. Collier: At 4.35 p.m. what hap-
pened?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Miss Shelley, the sec-
retary of the waitresses’ union, was having
tea in the pantry, and the two waitresses
were talking to her. The hall porter asked
for tea for Miss Jones, and Miss Clune re-
plied, ‘If Miss Jones wants tea, she ecan
come up and get it.’’ The boy came down
and reported the matter. I wonder what the
Leader of the Opposition and the member
for South Fremantle would say if one of
the stewards up here, who are paid to attend
upon the requirements of members, was to
tell a member to go and do the job himself,
I ean imagine how quickly the member for
South Fremantle and the Leader of the Op-
position would report it te you, Sir, and
have the steward dismissed,

how

Hon. P. Collier: Shocking! Poor Mias
Jones, .
Mr. A. THOMSON: I want to show the

attitude which bhas been adopted. What the

. including the girl who had disoheyed.
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waitress said was, ‘'If Miss Jones wants
tea, she can come up and get it.’’ Miss
Clune was sent for and, on admitting the
eharge, was given 24 hours notice o quit.
Miss Shelley arrived on the spot.

Hon. P. Collier: At the opportune moment!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But you said she was
somewhere having tea.

Mr, A. THOMSON: But she came down.

Mr. Lambert; From the clouds.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Miss Shelley came
down.
Mr, McCallum: I think they were wrong

who wrote that report for you.

Mr. A, THOMSON: You know it is cor-
rect.

Mr, McCallum: I know it is absolutely in-
eorrect.

Mr., A. THOMSON: Miss Shelley arrived
on the spot and demanded the reinstatement
of Miss Clune, which was refused. She re-

. plicd that she would call out the staff, and

that no dinner would be served that evening.

Mr. Wilson: But what has all that to do
with the deficit?

Mr. A, THOMSON: It shows that it is
going to be a continunous feature if this sort
of thing goes on.

Mr, Lambert: I never thought our hon.
friend was o much. concerned about pubs.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I do net frequent
them so much as does the hon, member. I
can agsure the hon, member I have no
desire to putshine him in that respect. Miss
Shelley arrived on the spot.

Hon. P. Collier: Now we are getting to
the roots of the finaneial problem,

Mr. A. THOMSON: After an hour all the
staff, nmnbering about 30, were out in the
street, and 50 guests had to leave the hotel
and find food elsewhere. Many cfforts were
made to re-staff the hotel with union labour,
but all were unsuccessful owing to the in-
fluenee ,of the Trades Hall. And in conse-
quence of the lack of staff, although every
detail of the Arbitration Act had becn ob-
gerved, the hotel was empty of guests for
months, while at the same time a large
number of suitable hands were looking for
work.

Hon, P. Collier: The hotel could have bor-
8)Wed some of the Chinese from the Weld

Iub,

Mr. A, THOMSON: Many conferences
were held, and the condition of settlement
wag that all the staff were to be reinstated,
With
the hotel free of guests there was no work
for half the old staff, and when the demand
of the disputes committee was not complied
with the union set about stopping the Es-
planade Hotel supplies. First the Swan
Brewery employees refused to deliver beer,
next the employees of the Castlemaine Brew-
ery, Fremantle, next Northam, and at present
therc are very few business places in thte met-
ropolitan or suburban area employing labour
which can deliver goods to the Esplanade
Hotel.

Hon, P. Collier: That shows fine solidarity.
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Mr. A, THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition the other evening told the I're-
mier that he was prepared to assist the Gov-
ernment to place this State on a sound finan-
cial footing. The remarks he makes to-day
show that he was insincere in that state-
ment,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You do not know
what you are talking ahout.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not swallow the
pifle you ask me to.

Mr, A, THOMSON: T have no hesitation
in telling members that my informant is the
man who has suffered, the proprietor of the
hotel. I eclaim that this man has suffersd
grievous injury. This man is carrying on &
business licensed by the country and he has
dared to do only what members of the Op-
position themselves would do to any officer
of this House who was guilty of disobedience,
Yet those members support the attitude of
the union that unless he carries out the in-
struetions of the union, he shall not be per-
mitted to continue his business. Are we liv-
ing in a free country? We boast of our
democracy. Ts this democracy?

My, Lambert; We had an inkling of your
free country in Eatanning a little while ago.

Hon. P, Collier: Yes, you talk about free-
dom, and then behave like a lunatic at a
public meeting,

Mr. A. THOMSON: The trouble was
that when the Leader of the Opposi-
tion made ome or two misstatements,
I had the eourage to get up and
contradict him. I am not permitted to dis-
cuss the matter on this debate, but the Leader
of the Opposition has never forgiven me for
that. He had an excellent hearing right up
to the stage when I interposed and rather
spoilt his argument. I simply asked him one
question, and by it disproved the whole of
hig speech,

Hon. P. Collier:
are a genius.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Esplanade Hotel
has to pay heavy license fees. It complies
with the Factories Act and with the Arbitra-
tion Act and is under heavy expense, and yet
the proprietor is being prevented from carry-
ing on his lawful business, I would appeal to
those gentlemen oceupying prominent posi-
tions in the Labour movement té use their in-
fluence in order not to curtail employment. 1
honestly believe that they wield a good dea)
of influence. No one in the Labour movement
has greater influgnee than the member for
South Fremantle. He has been associated
with the movement for years. Is it mot time
that he, and the Leader of the Opposition,
and other gentlemen, whoe have occupied pro-
minent pesitions in the organisation for so
long, took account of the finaneial position of
the State and did everything pcssible to get
industries established and keep the wheels of
industry going, instead of holding up our in-
dustries as they have done repeatedly? If
they worked to this end, there would be ne
fear of an unemployed problem in Western
Australia. One of the principal permits is-

Wonderfully elever; you
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sued by the Forestry Department was that
given to the Perth Firewood Supply Co.,
Ltd., which got a ten years permit over a
portion of the Mundaring Weir area, which
had been ring-barked, with a view to cheapen-
ing the metropolitan firewood supply. This
briefly, ia the history of that company. No
sooner was the work of construction started
on the company’s lines than the Trades Hall
organiser, Mr, Butler

Hon. P. Collier: A good man, too.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Probably, but why
does he not exercise his influence to keep
the wheels of industry goinpg?

Hon. P. Collier: Last week you did not
lecture the master bakers to do that.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Mr, Butler got among
the men and made them demand more money.

Hon. P. Collier: Made them!

Mr, A, THOMSON: Yes.

Hon. P. Collicr: That is a boss's state-
ment.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition knows very well that if a union
makes a demand under present conditions, it
is more than the men dare to divide the union.

Mr. Corboy: You do-not understand the
position,

Mr. A. THOMSON:
little bit.

Mr. Corboy: A very little bit.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I probably know more
than the member for Yilgarno. T shall not
say he hag mever worked in his life, but
T do say that he does not know the conditions
under which many members on this side of
the House have had to work. i

Mr. Corboy: And under which you would
make me work.

Mr., A, THOMSON: Ng, the hon. member
is one who has always looked for a soft job.

Mr. Corboy: Yollowing in your footsteps.

Hon. P. Colier: That is a rice thing to
say of a man who did his bit of the fighting
instead of staying behind flag waving as you
did.

Mr. A. THOMBON: It is all very well for
the Leader of the Opposition to draw a red
herring across the trail. No sooner was the
work of construction started on the com-
pany’s lines than the Trades Hall organiser
got among the men and made them demand
more money. The wages then paid were
11s. 6d. per day.

Mr. Corboy: What proof have you that he
made them demand more money?

Mr. A. THOMSON: The company, with a
view to pgetting their line finished, made the
wages 123. 6d. a day.

° Hon. P. Collier: - Too much altogether.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Withie four weeks the
men were pulled out for 143, a day.

Hon, P. Collier; They could take a holiday
at the Esplanade Hotel for a month on that.
"Mr. A. THOMSON: The Company resisted
their claims and the men went out for six
weeks. Finally, they went back to work for
13s. 4d, a day. The advance was reflected on
fallers, splitters, truckers, loaders, and carters.
The eompany struggled along for nine months

I happen to know a
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until Christmas, 1920, when they heard that
a claim for another advance was to be made
before the men would start work in 1921,
This was the last straw; the company decided
to cut their loss and went into liquidation.
Only a few weeks ago, the leaders of these
same men interviewed the Premier and asked
him to provide work for the unemployed; yet
those same gentlemen of the Trades Hall had
closed down an industry which was paying
100 men wages of 13z 4d. to £1 per day, and
in the mear future the number of employees
probably would have been doubled. The in-
dustry was being carried on within 22 miles
of the city, XNot only has its closing down
resulted in unemployment, but the peopie of
the metropolitan arca have in consequence to
pay congiderably higher prices for their sup-
plies of firewood, dve to the action of these
men who themselves are always protesting
against the high cost of living.

Mr. McCallum: Who told you that that was
the reason for the eompany closing down?

Mr, A. THOMSBON: I am telling the House
that it was the reason.

Mr. McCallum: You know nothing about
it. .

Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon, member pre-
sumes to be the only one who knows anything
about it.

Mr. MeCallum: I know the truth,

Hon. P. Collier: You have told us the
hoss’s tale.
Mr. A, THOMSON: That is where the

Leader of the Opposition is mistaken, The
price of firewood in the metropolitan area has
been inerensed by permission of the Price
Fixing Commission from 13s, 6d. in 1919 to
15s, in 1920 and 16s. in 1921.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That, to a very large
extent, was owing to the inereased railway
rates.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The ecompany with a
eapital of about £12,000 was inaugurated to
supply the metropolitan area with firewood.
The Forestry Department protected the in-
terests of the consumers by fixing the priee at
which the firewood shouldl be sold. The com-
pany was not to be allowed to exploit the
publie. Tn each instance, when inereased
prices were sought, the company’s represen-
tatives went to the Prices Regulation Commis-
sion and laid their books and eosts before
that body, which authorised the increases.

Mr., Wilson: Did these men demand more
than a living wage?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am dealing with the
facts as they exist.

Hon. P. Cellier: That eomes well from a
man Who hoosted the price of wheat to 9s. a
bushel and also hoosted up the price of wool.
He now complains of & working man getting
an extra sixpence,

Mr. A, THOMSON: Xo, T do not, and I
shall not allow the Leader of the Opposition
to misrepresent me,

Hon. P. Collier: The cost of bread would
be lower if the farmer lowered the price of
wheat.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: T do not desire to se¢
any man getting less than a living wage, and
I am sure that every member on this side
of the House i3 of the same opinion.

Tlen. P, Ceollier: Then what i3 your tale
all abont?

Mr. A, THOMSON: I wish to impress
upon members sitting in Opposition that they,
as leaders of the great Labour movement,
have greater responsibilities resting on their
shoulders than ever they had before. If the
Leader of the Opposition is sincere in his
expressed desire to assist the Government to
put this State on a seund financial basis. he,
and those associated with him, should assist
by telling the people it is time to come to-
gether.

Hou. P. Collier: Will you tell the farmers
to come together and bring down the price of
wlheat? Did you do that?

Mr. A. THOMSON: The farmers bave
never received more than parity price for
their wheat.

Hon. P. Collier: You ought to preach to
men to be content! What rank hypocrisy!

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. P. Collier: Bo it is, Mr. Speaker, rank
hypocrisy.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in aceusing the hon. member for
Katanning of rank hypoerisy, and I ask him
to withdraw the statement.

Mr. Lambert: He could not accuse the
hon. member of anything else.

Hon. P. Collier: I withdraw.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition asks whether T am prepared to
go out and ask the farmers to accept lower
prices for their wheat. The farmers have
always aeccepted world’s parity.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The average last year
was 7s. 84. a bushel. Russell made that state-
ment the other day.

Mr. Johnston: For years the farmers sold
their wheat for half the world’s parity.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I shall deal with the
wheat question. In 1916 the local price was
4s. 94. a bushel, and the average for the
whele year for overseas wheat was 4s. 10d.
The consumers in 1916 got their wheat at 1d.
under cost. In 1917 the local price was 4s.
ti., and the average overseas priee was 4s.
11374 '

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But vou had to pay
for lumping, and so on, in addition,

Mr. A, THOMSON: 1In 1918 the loeal
price was 4a. 9d,, and the average overseas
price 4s, 10144d.; in 1919 for one month the
local price was 4s. 9d., for eight months it
was 58, and for three months 5s. Gd., and
the average price received from overseas was
6s. 3d.; in 1920 for the first month the loeal
price was Gs. 6d. and for 11 months 7s, 8d.,
while the average price for overseas was 1la.
T stand by the statements I have made. I
know them to be correct heeause I obtained
the information from a source which is abso-
lutely unquestioned.

Hon. P. Collier: What was the source?

Mr. A, THOMSOX: That is my business.
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Mr. J, MaeCallum Smith: You ought teo
reveal the sonrce,

Mr. A, THOMSON: The information is
absolutely correet. If the leader of the Op-
position ¢an prove it to be otherwise he is
at liberty to do so. I have never yet made a
false statement in this House and I stand or
fall by what I say, I will now revert to the
serious position of our indusiries. The Lab-
our Party in Australia very rightly take the
eredit for having established the Common-
wealth Bank, T should like to quote some
remarks made by Sir Denison Miller,

Mr. J. MacCaliaom Smith: Tt was not this
Labour Party; it was another.

Mr. A, THOMSON: If any branch of the
Country Party were to take credit for doing
something for the Commonwealth, we in
this State would share in that credit; so it
is that the Labour Party are justified in
toeking a share of the credit for the estab-
lishment of that bank.

Mr. Munbsie: The establishment of the bank
wag opposed by every Liheral in the House.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It has been very bene-
ficial to the country, especinlly during the
times of stress we have been passing through.
1 have here Sir Denison Miller's views on
the question of thrift and borrewing. I
hepe the member for South Fremantle will
talte them to heart.

Mre. MceCallum: I know them off by heart.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: This gentleman is ae-
ecepted as one of the leading financial authori-
tics in the Commonwealth. He recently re-
ceived a deputation consisting of a dozen
members of the Sydney Employment Cam-
raign Committee, who wished to know why
credit was being restricted at soch a critical
time.
wealth could be ereated only by labour, that
there was no question of working every day
or all day to produce it, but that Nature waa
lurgely producing it for us; that wealth
could not be produced merely by signing
notes or debentures; that the wealth of
Australin was about two thowsand millions,
and that it notes were issued for a quarter
of that, what would beeome of their coin
if paid out in the shape of wazes? They
would find, he said, that it would take a
bundle of notes to buy a loaf of bread, be-
canse nltimately someone had to pay for the
notes in cash; the mere printing of notes
would not make anyone Dbetter off. Sir
Denison Miller’s remarks eccincide with the
paragraph on the subject which appears in
the Governor’s Speech, and he went on to
say— : - .

Owing to the enormous imports to Aus-
tralia at very high prices during the end
of last year, fumds that the banks had
available in London were nsed up, and it
was a good thing for Australia that they
were, because until some restriction was
put on the paying in England and Ameriea
of high prices for high-class goods so long
wonld the high cost of living keep up.

The restriction having been put on, prices

were coming down everywhere. The trouble

Sir‘ Denison Miller replied that new -
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arose when, owing to no wool being sold,
to wheat not going forward, to no metals
being sold in England, we were reduced
by many millions of money that we ought
to bave had in London for the purchase of
goods.

Mr. J. M, Scott: Are you prepared to
fluance £350,000,000 in Australia for pro-
duetion purposes? '

8ir Denison Miller: T will do my best.
Hon, W, C. Angwin: How can he do it?

Mr. A. THOMSOX: These remarks show
that the only way to get out of our financial
difficalties iz for us to set to work and pro-
duce wealth. Members opposite have an ex-
cellent opportunity of making a name for
their organisation if they will go along to
the extreme section and say, ‘‘Come, let us
reagson together. Is it not time we pot to-
gether worked together and pulled to-
gether?’?  The Premier has very rightly
said that production cannot be encouraged
under certain conditions, and that men do
not realise their responsibilities when they
stop work and leave a train on the siding.
He alse instanced the Wyndham Meat
Worka. It is for members opposite to say
to these men that it is time to call a halt
to this extreme action, and for people to
pull tegether and work. I belicve the vast
masses of the workers do realise their re-
sponsibilities towards the State. TIf we could
gret a more stabilised condition in our indus-
tries, there wouid be more work available for
the workers,

Mr. Wilson: There is plenty of work.

Mr. A, THOMSBON: I am glad to hear it.
There is plenty of work, but will the work
be done at prices that will enable the indus-
trieg coneerned to carry on? We know the
resuit that has followed the last award given
on the poldfields. T do not suggest that the
men were not entitled to higher wages. In
the face of falling priees, however, would it
not have been hbetter if the men had been
prepared to work for a little less than for
sueh conditions as at present exist to he set
up? Take the shearing industry as an illus-
tration. A boy acting as a rouseabout can
earn £3 108, a week and his tucker.

Hon. P. Collier: He will own a station
in a year or two.

Mr. A. THOMSON: There are also many
of our soldicrs, who are scttled on the land
and have gone in wholly for sheep, and whe
are in a very parlous condition at present.
The pastoraliats are similarly situated,

Hon. P. Collier: Especially after the lean
years of the war, and the low prices ruling
for wool.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: I do not say this in
anger, nor am I endeavouring to arouse
animosity on the other side of the House.
As a man who knows hoth sides of the ques-
tion, and as one who has looked for work
and been unable to find it, I appeal to mem-
hers opposite to use their infiuence in the
direction of stabilising our industries and
assisting others who are desirous of seeing
the State go ahead.
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Mon. P. Collier: Will you use your in-
fluence with the employers?

Mr, A. THOMSON: Yes. The majority
of employers are prepared to c¢arry on as
long as possible.

Hon. P. Collicr: The employers are always
reasonable; the men are not.

Myr. J. MacCallum Smith: Give us cheaper
bread and cheaper wheat for the poultry
farmers.

Hon, P. Collier: You do pot get out to
help 1o keep - the poultry farmer by giving
him cheaper wheat.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition- said he was going to support the
continuation of the pool. He hoped the day
would not ccma when the farmer would be
thrown back on the private buyers, and when
he would have to accept 8s. or 3s. 6d. a
bushel for his wheat; he wanted the farmer
to be paid 4 return consistent with the labour
required to produce the wheat, and was wil-
ling to see a price fixed for loecal tonsump-
tion cven though it were higher than the
world’s parity. FHow inconsistent the Leader
of the Opposition is.

Mr. Munsie: I do not think he said that.

Mr. Johnston: A glorious peliey, too.

Mr, Latham: A sound one.

Mr. Munsie: The latter portion of your
statement is incorrect.

Mr. A, THOMSON;
ber to ‘‘Hansard.’’

Mr, Munsie: I have read it.

Mr. Underwood: Theodore’s poliey.

Mr. Johnston: A good one, too.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition is incorrect in saying that I am
not prepared to give the comsumers cheap
bread. I do not think the outside publie
want anything more than is reasonable and
just,

Hon, P. Collier: You are very much con-
cerned about the public getting cheap fire-
wood, but not concerned about their get-
ting cheap bread.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Cheap firewood is as
essential as cheap bread.

Hon. P. Collier: You stress the one but
not the other. ’

Mr. A, THOMSON: In one breath the
Leader of the Opposition expresses himself
in favour of giving the produecer a price
that will afford him a fair return for his
labour.

Mr, Money: He must get that if he is to
continue.

Mr. THOMSON: He has not had it in
years past. Some members opposite have
been farming themselves,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The largest farmers
in the House sit on this side.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Let us hear their
opinions.

Hon. P, Collier: We have more wheat in
the pool from this side of the House than you
have from your side.

Mr. Underwood: You have not got a
bushel,

I refer the hon. mem-

“Still,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, A. THOMSON : I am pleased the
Leader of the Opposition is in favour of
the wheat pool. We are urged to increase
our production. The hon. member said we
had increased our output of wheat Ilast
year, Liast year our production was
12,220,280 bushels, It is very essential thag
the local ecousumer should have cheap bhread,
and I do not think the farmers are opposed
to that. If however, the price of wheat is
reduced by 1s. & busghel, it means that the
State will receive less money from over-
seas by approximately £600,000. With
every shilling reduetion we increase the
load we have to carry in this State.

Mr. J. MaecCellum Smith: We are not sug-
gesting that the overseas price be reduced,
but that the local price should ¢come down.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Is the hon. member
in favour of compelling people to sell their
wheat locally for a lower price than they
can get for it overseas?

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: When they ask
the Government to back them up.

Mr. Johnston: Speaking as
growers.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am afraid the mem-
ber for North Perth speaks as representative
of a metropolitan district. Mowever, I do sin-
cerely hope that all parties in this House,
seeing that we are now at the beginning of
the first session of a new Parliament, will
work together with a view t¢ providing
some construetive criticism. We all regret
the unfortunate position on the goldfields.
I am pleased to say that the Country
Party are taking a keen interest in the
goldmining industry, as in all other primary
industries, So far as the Country Party
are concerned, anything the Government
may do towards rehabilitating that in-
dustry will have the hearty support of
members sitting on these eross benches.
We pledge our hearty co-operation to mem-
bers on the Opposition side who are work-
ing towards that end. The Government
have foreshadowed an amendment of taxa-
tion legislation which will have the effect
of relieving the mining prospector of his
present heavy imposts. I sincerely hope
the Government will take into considera-
tion the adoption of something like an
average, as voiced by the member for Nel-
son (Mr, JJ. H. Smith). While the Country
Party fully recognise how unfortunate the
present position is, I fear that we shall
not induce the Treasurer to agree to such
an amendment of the Act.

The Minister for Mines: We ought to
have a tax to murder some of the Shylocks
who are killing investment in mining.

Mr. A. THOMBON: I quite agree with
the Minister for Mines. Those who are
making large profits out of mining should
be taxed. TUnfortunately, however, the
great majority of investors in mining have
not seen much return from their money.

Hon. W. (. Apgwin: Some investors have
got a lot without investing anything.

wheat
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Hon. P. Collier: The man who gave the
member for Xatanping the information
about the Esplanade Hotel could also give
the hon, member some information on that
point.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Next, I want to deal
with soldier settlement. The Government
are to be commended on the ex-
cellent work they have done in this
respect, The system of group settlement in-
angurated by the Premier will, T believe,
meet with much success. No doubt very
largely the question of success or failure de-
pends on the membera of the group them-
selves. The system jg, in fact, not mnew.
Thirty years ago, when the Melbourne land
boom burst, the ery there was, ‘‘What can
we do with our people? What shall we do
to find dur people employment?’’ Vietoria
then adopted the policy which has been car-
ried out by the present Premier of this State
ever since he has occupied a position of re-
sponsibility. The Victorians said, * We must
put the people on the land,’’ and so they es-
tablished in various parts of Victoria village
settlement gchemes. Several of them, unfor-
tunately, proved failures.

Hon. P. Collier: They were all failures.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Ne.

Hon. P. Collier: Tell me one that survived.

Mr, A. THOMSON: Someo of them man-
aged to struggle through.

Member: Leongatha survived.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The average man who
goes upon the land without capital is bound
to have a struggle, is bound to have to fuce
extremely hard work., During the period I
refer to, Vietoria was also able to establish
the botter industry.

Mr, J. H. Smith: With the help of a bonus. -

Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes. Unfortunately,
the Commonwealth Constitution prevents us
from granting bonuses in this State. Let me
mention, too, that the Victorians have the
same hard conditions to contend with in the
Gippsland distriet as we encounter in some
of our areas. I am going to give the Gov-
ernment every support as regards their land
settlement poliey, provided they earry out land
settlement on sound business lines; and I do
believe the Premier’s poliey is on right lines.
However, there is one diffieulty facing our set-
tlers to-day. During the recent election I visited
one or two distriets hesides my own, and in
gome localities I found that the settlers, fol-
lowing ont the Government’s advice to ‘‘Pro-
due, produce, produce,’’ had produced a com-
modity which they were unable to sell. I
wish to deal with one or two statements made
by the member for Neison (Mr. J. H. Smith}
last night. That hon. member gaid that the
Country Party were a’selffish party, and
that all that the party considered waa the
wheat pool, never taking into cousideration
a fruit pool, and never having endeavoured
to establish such a pool

Hen. W. C. Angwin: You attempted it
once, and made a mess of it.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The statement shows
that the member for Nelson is not conversant
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with things that happen in his own electorate.

Mr. J. H. Smith: 1 waa speaking of prae-
tical assistance, not of mere talk.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: The hon. member gave
us o lot of talk last night, but no practical
suggestions. He asserted that the Country
Party congidered nothing exeept wheat,

Mr. Underwood: It is eorrect, too.

Mr. A, THOMSBON: For the information
of the House, and incidentally for that of the
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood), let
me say that a fruit conference was held in
Perth on the 15th and 16th June Iast, a con-
ference at which 46 branches of the Primary
Prodncers’ Association were represented.
Thirty-three motions were dealt with at that
conference, The first seetion eomprised fruit
export in relation to conditions of shipping,
refrigerating space. The tapping of markets
in Europe, Singapore, and Java. The second
section embraced direct selling from co-op-
erative agencies in fruit-growing districta to
co-operative stores and agencies in the Wheat
Belt. The third section included improve-
ment of marketing conditions in the metro-
politan and goldfields areas. The fourth sec-
tion referred to treatment and disposal of
surplus fruit by means of dehydration plants
ond jam and canning factories.  Fifthly,
there was the subject of fruit eases and con-
tainers.

Hon. W. C. Anpwin: Read the resolution
about the markets,

Mr. A, THOMBON: The member for Nel-
son said that nothing had been done by the
Government, and that nothing had been done
by the association to which 1 have the hon-
our of belonging, for the fruit industry. It
is a most remarkable thing that the member
for Nelson, when standing for election, tacked
to his name the words ‘‘Independent Country
Party. '’

Hon. P. Collier: He did nothing of the
kind.

Mr. J. H. Smith: The statement is untrue.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The hon. member has
never denied it im the newspapers. It was
stated in the Press that he stood as an Inde-
pendent Country Party man.,

Mr. Underwood: Why worry about the
Press?

Mr. A, THOMSON: The newspapers stated
afterwards that the hon. member had been
elected as an Independent Country Party can-
didate. If my information is eorrect, the hon.
member in any particular district where there
was likely to be a considerable mumber of
Country Party votes invariably indicated that

“his sympathies were with the Country Party.

Mr. J. H. Sinith: That is not true.

Hon. P. Collier: This is worthy of the
member for Katanning,

Me. A. THOMSON: On the other hand, in
Labour centres the hon. member, it is said,
always declared that his sympathies were with
the Labour Party.

Hon. P. Collier: Those are the eleetioneér-
ing tacties of the member for Katanning.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is curious to find
the member for Nelson declaring in this.
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Chamber that the Country Party are selfish
inasmuch as they have not considered the
interests of frvit-growing, or even those of
tin mining.

Mr, J. H. Smith: I still say it,

Mr. A. THOMSON: As a matter of fact,
our party included representatives of the
mining industry,

Hon. P. Collier: Did you hold a tin-mining
conference?

Mr., A, THOMSON: No. TUnforinnately
we have lost tin-mining for the time being.

Hon, P. Collier: Did you hold a potato
growing econference?

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: The member for Nel-
son stated last night that the Counfry Party
have donc nothing for the fruit growers.

Hon, P. ("ollier; Why did not you go down
to the Nelson electorate and assist the late
Honorary Minister?

Mr, A, THOMSOX:
asked to do so.

Hon. P. Collier: The late Honorary Minis-
ter knew something. You would have done as
well as you did at Geraldton.

AMr. A. THOMSOXN: The Leader of the
Opposition onght to be very pleased with
what I did at Geraldton,

Hon. P. Collier: We got our majority at
Geraldton throngh you.

Ar. A, THOMSOXN: T have just been wait-
ing for that remark. I view of such a re-
sult, why does not the Leader of the Opposi-
tion invite me to a few other electorates?

Hen. P. Collier: We shall be very giad to
have you.

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: T arranged to assist
the member for Swan (Mr. Sompson), and
that hon. member did.not do too hadly. Re-
plying to the membher for Nelson, I say that
at this frit conference——

Mr, J. H. Smith: You have never done
anything practical; that is what I say. I
know there has teen a lot of taik,

AMr. A. THOMSON: Let the hon, memher
beware of making interjections for which he
will be sorry a moment or two later. From
Balingup, a portion of the hon. member’s dis-
triet, there were four delegates to this fruit
conference; from Greenbushes there was one;
from Boyun Brook there were two; and from
Blackwood there were three—a total of 10
delecates from the Nelson electorate to this
fruit conference.

Mr. O'Loghlen:  You do not sugmest, do
vou, that the hon, member does not know hig
distriet?

Ar, A, THOMSON: Tf the hon. member
does not know his distriet better than hia
statements of last night indiecate, thern I am
afraid I must sav that he does not know his
distriet very well. TIe definitely and elearly
stated that the Country Party had done noth-
ing for the fruit growers,

Mr. O'Loghlen: What have they done,
apart from this couference?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Tor the information
of the member for Nelson let me state that,
as the resnlt of that fruit conference, the

Because I was not
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Westralign Farmers, Ltd., have despatched
a special officer to Eastern conntries with &
view to establishing market aystems there.
This shows that the econference has had some
tangible result, Further, the conference will
result in the estahlishment of a system of
co-operative trading hetween fruit-growing
districts and the Wheat Belt—scmething tan-
gible again,

Mr. J, H. Smith: Was not that tried years
ago?

Mr, A, THOMSON: As s matter of fact,
we have a fruit marketing committee in ex-
istence. -

Mr, J. H. Smith:
Farmers, Ltd.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Yes; but the 44
branches of the old Farmers’ and Settlers’
Association were the prineipal factors in that
conference. Moreover, Mr, A. J. Monger, the
President of the Primary Producers’ Associa-
tion, presided over that special froit con-
ference, which was also attended by Mr. Har-
rison, the Leader of the Conntry Party. As
our organisation called the conference and
were the means of organising it, they may at
least elaim credit for having done something
to stabilise the fruit industry. A very strong
committee has been formed to improve mar-
keting conditions in the metropolitan and
goldfields areas. and some tangible result
may be expected as the outeome of the com-
nittee’s deliberations.

Mr J. H. Smith: T hope so.

Mr. A, THOMBON: XNext, T come to n
nhase of the settlement of our returned sol-
diers and others npan the land. AN the Gov-
ernment have done so far is to place people
upon the land, withont making any effort to
provide means whereby those settlers
can market their products. T am not going
to hoost any particoiar person; T am not out
to hoost private individunals; but I think the
SBtate may well thake a lesson from what
is being done by one private ~person.
T refer to Mr. De Garis, who has aequired
what is known as the Kendenup Estate. As
private individuals, those nterested in that
property have guaranteed to take from the
peeple who are resident on their blorks the
produets of their industry over a period of
vears. Here is o list of the prices they are
prepared to pay for the products from the
estate:—

Apricots £10 per ton, pearhes £10 per
ton; pears £9 per ton; fizs £18 per ton;
‘cherries 6d. per 1b., tomatoes £12 per ton.
Ton. P. Collier: We have read all about

these prices a dozen times.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: The list alse sets ont
the following prices:—

Qaten hay £2 15s. per tom in stack,
almonds (shelled) 1s. 6d. per 1b,, almonds
(unshelled) 10d. per ib.; potatoes, £10 per
ton, onions £5 per ton, maize 4s. 6d. per
bushel, oats 2s. 3d. per bushel.

Hon, P. Collier: And tripe 2d. a b,

Mr. A. THOMBON: You have got a
pretty big share of that. Other prices

That is th3a Westralian
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which Mr., De (Garis guarantees are as fol-
lows:—

Peas 21%4d. per lb.,, beans 2d. per Ib.,
walnuts 1s. 3d. per 1b,, olives £7 per ton,
plums £7 per ton, apples (export) 8s. per
case, apples for drying £10 per ton. |
Mr, Underwood : That is only a land

agent’s advertiscment.

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith:
the milleninm comes.

Mr. Mann: There is nothing extraordin-
ary about thoese prices.

Mr., A, THOMBON: That is so, but the
unfortunate position is that suceeeding Cov-
ernments have advised the people to go on
the land and preduce. They have told
them to go into the swamp areas and pro-
duce potatoes and onions. Oaly last year
there was a serious glut,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If it had not been
for the member for Sussex and the memher
for Bunbury, your party would not have
done much in connection with relieving
that position, and the member for Bunhury
is not a member of your party,

Mr. A. THOMSOX : The member for
Bussex is. However, wo know that the
trouble has beem that not only have the
unfortunate growers been victimised in that
they have not received the price for their
commodities, but the cousumer has not re-
ceived those products at reasonable prices.
The time has come when something should
be done, and the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation, despite what the member for Nel-
gon (Mr. J. TL. Smith) has said, has done
more to organise the fruit industry than
any other individual inside or outside
Parliament. !

Mr, J. H. Smith: Puatersons are doing
more than the members of your association
put together, both for the industry and for
the growers,

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is net correct.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is true,

Mr, A, THOMSON: That statement is on
a par with others which the member for
Nelson has made in conncetion with this
matter. He said that the Country Party
had done nothing—and I have proved that
the Country Party has called meetings and
called conferences——

“Mr. J. H. Smith: That iz all they have
done,

Mr. Underwood :
meeting at any rate.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The members of our
party and our organigation have inaugur-

This is when

They have called a

"~ ated a system from which good resultswill—~

be obtained. The Premier stated that he
was in favour of a2 vigorous immigration
policy. 8o am I T think the time is
oppertune and there is only one way in
which we can reduce our deficit; that is by
increased produetion and the promotion of
a flow of our own kith and kin into this
Btate. What is the attitude of those sit-
ting in opposition to the present Govern-
ment? Here is a telegram from Melbourne

published in the ‘¢Wesi Australian’’ of
July 30:—

The return to Great Britain by the
Orient liner ‘‘Ormonde’’ of people who
have emigrated to Australia was referred
to in a letter from the Australian Labour
Party in Perth, Western Australia, which
was read at the Trades Hali Council last
night. It was stated that a letter had
been sent to the British Labour Party
pointing out that the outlook as far as
employment was concerned was not very
encouraging in Western Australia.

I am pleased to say that iz the Premier we
have a gentleman who has faith in the
future of this Siate. If we were to trust
to the members of the Opposition, who will
sponsor a letter suech as the one I have re-
ferred to, damning the prospects of people
coming here, I say advisedly we would be
putting our faith in those who are little
Weatern Anstralians, in men who have no
faith or belief in the future of their own
country. It is time that those gentlemen
reconsidered their decision, T am pleased
also that the Government are doing all that
iy possible to foster country industries. For
tbat reason T was very pleased to note that
the Premier advised the men who waited
vpon him and asked for employment, to go
into the eountry where there was plenty of
work, I am not altogether in favour of
some of the proposed actions of the Gov-
ernmeént, The Premier has said that we
must produce and get back to a permanent
solution of our financial diffieulties. When
we realise that 160,000 people—I think
that was the figure mentioned by the Pre-
mtier—are living in the metropolitan area,
it will be seen that very few of them are
producing anything which will bring in any
money from outside the State, The great
bulk of the commodities produced in the
metropolitan area is for home consumption.
I do not wish to be misunderstood on this
point, and I will make it perfectly clear
that I desire to see as many secondary in-
dustries as possible established in our midst
in order that we may stop our money from
going to the Eastern States. I want to see
thoge 60,000 men who are working for us
in the Eastern States engaged in occu-
pations within Western Australia. At
the same time, I am not in favour of
the Government, in view of the present
gshortage of cash, spending some £36,000 in
connection with the metropolitan tramways.
I do not want to be parochial in this matter.
- The . Minister. - for. Mines:.. We .would . not
aceuse you of that.

Mr. A, THOMSON: It is a matter of in-
difference to me where the trams go in Perth.
1 do not hold a brief for any particular part
of the metropolitan-suburban area. In view
of the present state of our finanges, is it
wise to proeced with the tramway extensions
as proposed, a proposal which is not in ac-
cordance with the prodoction policy of the
Government? While the proposed extension
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of the tramways to Como will afford facili-
tiet to those desiring to go to the beach,
when members realise that the line will pass
some miles of country where there are no
heuses, it should suggest itself to the House
that the extension is inadvisable at the
present time,

Mr. Mann: It will enable the workers to
get cheap land.

Mr. Pickering: Prices are going up al-
ready.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We heard the Leader
of the Opposition and other memhers say
that we should utilise the unoccupied spaces
throughout the State in order to increasc
production and serve to aungment the railway
revente. Why should not the same argument
apply to metropolitan lands? From Midland
Junetion to Fremantle there are thousands
of aeres of land on which people could go
and make a home. In the present state of
the finances, every penny that can be legiti-
mately spared should be spent on something
to create wealth in our conntry distriets. 1
helieve the Government should reconsider their
decision in connection with tramway matters
and not spend that money in the metropoli-
tan area at all. I do not say that in any
parochial spirit at all, and have no desire to
prevent the metropolitan area from having
its just dues. My opposition to this proposal
is on aecount of the present high price of
money and the shortage of cash within the
State. The money proposed to be speat in
connection with tramway extensions could be
better spent in building railways to serve
those people in the back eountry who, owing
to the distance of their holdings from the
existing railways, have been unable to ereate
that wealth which is essential in the interests
of the State,

The Minister for Mines: Notwithstanding
your protest, your utterances are parochial
Apart from that, however, you deny them
the right to have these trams, but would you
allow them to have control over their local
rcquirements in conneetion with the trams?

Mr, A, THOMSON: I consider that the
local people should have control over these
facilities. That was the policy of the late
Mr. Wilson and of the present Premier,
namely, to hand over to the local governing
bodies the control of trams, water supply and
other matters of a similar charaeter. T think
the local people would be able to control
these activities much better than is the posi-
tion to-day. At any rate I think they would
control them much more cconomieally.

Mr. J. Thomson: Much more so than under
the present Administration.

Mr, A, THOMSON: 1 congratulate the
Minister for Agrienlture upon the improve-
ments he has made in conncctien with his
department, Xe has shown that in his
opinion the Agrieultural Department is one
that should be in the hands of a practical
man. ‘That is a lesson which should be learnt
by other departments. There are one or two
other matters upon which I desire to touch
briefly. During the last Parliament, I en-
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deavourell te prevail uwpon the Government
to alter their policy in comnection with the
Agricultural Bank. T could not convince the
Premier that I was correct, nor ¢ould I con-
vince the House. In my opinion, however,
the Government would be wise if they gave
scrious consideration to a suggestion to work
more on the lines which the Government of
New Sowth Wales have adopted. They have
combined the work of the Agricultural Bank
with the Government Savings Bank there.
That move was brought about by the Labeur
Government in New South Wales, and I con-
gratunlate Mr. Storey, the Premier of that
State, upon bringing forward such an ex-
ccllent measure.  The Government of New
South Wales have combined the operations
of their State SBavings Bank, their Workers’
Homes Department, and their Rural Bank.
The last mentioned institution is similar to
the Agricultural Bank here. I would like to see
some provigion made wherehy our settiers
who are clients of the Agricultural Bank
might have the opportunity, should they so
desire, to use the bank in thé same way as
would be the case with an ordinary bank. If
the Government adopted my suggestion, I
belicve the policy would be as broad and
liberal as that obtaining in conmnection with
our bank in Western Australia at the present
time. In speaking on this subject, I am
voicing my own opinions, In connection
with the bank in New South Wales, the
legislation enables the institution to acquire
leasehold or otherwise deal in land and to
lend money and so forth. T will not
labour the whole gquestion at this stage.
The main peint is that cash deposits up to
various amounts may be made. Undez pres-
ent conditions our bank is purely develop-
mental. We carry & man who has no cash
urtil his farm is of value, when the Agricul-
toral Bank sends him to a private bank. A
large number of farmers are still desiroua of
remaining with the Agricultural Bank. Why
should not the State derive some benefit from
the seeurities it has ereated 1

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You are not looking
at it from a State point of view,

AMr. A. THOMSON: Yes, I am. 1 would
limit the amount of advance te £2,000, as it
is to-day. Plenty of farmers are on the Agri-
eultural Bank to the extent of only £1,000,
although their securities are worth from
£1,500 to £2,000, Why should not the Agri-
culfural Bank allow them to have a small
cash balance to pay for super, and in order
that they may pay cash at the stores instead
of having to carry on on eredit.

Hon, W, C, Apgwin: The Industries As-
gistance Board does that.

Mr, A, THOMSBON: We want something
better than that. I trust the Leader of the
Opposition will give this his consideration.
In my opinion the Rural Bank of New South
Wales is the hest possible for the assistance
of the farmer. Tt has had a good trial. It
represents a distinet advanee on our legis-
lation,

Mr. Money: It would require more capital.
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Mr. A, THOMSON: Not very much more,
because it does mnot advance more than
£2.000. We do the same.

Hon, W, C, Angwin:
work.

Mr., A, THOMSON: Yes. Quite a num-
ber of the clients of such a bank will be in
credit, and therefore we shall have the use
of their moncy.

Mr. MeCallum: Branches of the bank would
be required in every centre.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The same as in the
case of the Savings Bank. It is not against
the policy of economy. It will mean that a
lot of people, instead of paying into private
banks, will pay their cash into the Savings
Bank, as some do to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Would you make it
apply to all sections of the community?

Mr. Money: It is practically a State bank.

Mr. McCallum: That is really what the
Rural Bank of New South Wales is.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is for primary
producers, or persons earrying on industries
immediately associated with rural pursnits.

Mr. Money: It would mean an extra staff
in every centre,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I differ from the hon.
member. However, I commend my suggestion
to the serious consideration of the House and
of the Government. I regret that the Gov-
ernment have not given any intimation of
an intention to amend the Act controlling the
hire-purchase of machinery. I think that
should he aliered. TUnder the present hire
agreement the seller has the right to seize
the machine at any time, if the payments are
not kept up. If I have a mortgage on a
property, and if T have been repaid half the
mortgage when the payments eease, all that I
can elaim under forcclosure is what is still
owing to me. I cannot take the property and
say "“You rhall have nothing.’’ But, in con-
nection with the purchase of machinery, the
purchaser may have paid three-fourths the
value of the machine and, if for some reason
he falls behind in his payments, the machin-
ery agent has the right to seize the machine.
It is not fair. I urge the Government to take
that into serions consideration. I should like
to have touched upon several other matters,
but T am afraid that, owing to the numerous
interjections, I have been over long already.
I intend to give the Government every assist-
anee I can. We as a party may take credit
for having impressed upen the Government
the necessity for cconomies in all directions
.and efficiency in the State services. In this
we have been ably backed up by the execu-
tive of our association; not that they consid-
ered we wanfed backing, but because they
desired to impress upon people in the country
districts the fact that even they must be pre-
pared to make sacrifices if the Government
should consider it essential to cut off services.
I am prepared to stand behind the Govern-
ment in this regard. 1 have had protests
from various portions of my electorate against
certain actions of the Railway Department.
In reply T have said that the Commissioner
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of Railways considered it to be in the inter-
ests of economy, and that in consequence I
was not going to interfere in the matter.

Mr. O'Loghlen: But the Commissioner may
exercise too much econemy in the country.

My, A, THOMSON: We have to treat the
metropolitan area and country districts on an
equal footing, and so long as a fair deal is
given all round we will not complain.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They have cut out
100 trains per week in my electorate.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Some people have only
one train per week. However, 1 want to ap-
real to hon. members opposite to seriously
consider the request I have made that they
should use their influence to impress upon the
organisations to which they belong that the
State i3 up against it, and that it will be
neither in the interests of the State nor of
the workers to hold up industry.

Mr. Wilgon: First put your own house in
order.

Mr, A. THOMSON: I have always done
that. The hon. member knows that those
who are working in the coal mining industry
are making £9 per week.

Mr, Wilsen: Where is that? You dp not
know what you are talking about now.

Mr, A, THOMSON: At all events, they
are making 30s. per shift,

Mr. Wilson: And some of them working
two days per week,

_Mr. A, THOMSBON: It is a most amazing
thing to me that successive Governments,
using on the railways 75 per cent. of the
ovtput of Collie coal, have not established
a State conl mine. I think we would get
very much better results from such a mine
than we are getting to-day. I am prepared
to assist hon. members opposite if they will
assist us and see if we cannot unite to do
the very best for this great State, which in
my opinion is second to none in the Com-
monwealth,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-Eaat Fre-
mantle) [8.55]: 1 do not intend to keep
the HMouse at any great length, but I must
cempliment  the deputy Leader of the
Country Party on the solid advice he has
given to members on this side. In a few
words, he said ‘‘advise the men to work
for less wages 23 early as possible, and in
all probability a reduction in the cost of
goods will follow.??

Mr. A. Thomson: That is incorrect,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That really was
the gist of half-an-hour’s speech,

Mr. A. Thomson: Nothing of the sort.

“Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That’s what it
was: ‘““Work for less wages, but do not
consider the amount you bave to pay for
the goods you comsume,’’

Mr. A. Thomson: T did not say it.

Hon. P. Collier: You did say it in regard
to miners,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I was pleased to
hear the Premier thank the Leader of the
Opposition for his proffered help. In 1917
the Leader of the Opposition, on the publie
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platform at Boulder, said that no maiter
what Government were in power he and
his party, in view of the troublous times,
would endeavour to revaer that Govern-
ment every help and consideration. I think
it can be said there never has been a Gov-
ernment in Western Australia which has
had less criticism than the Government in
office since 1917. The Opposition, knowing
the difficulties which the Government have
had to face, have shown a unanimous desire
to assist the Government in carrying on the
affairs of the State. The Premier will admit
that, and even his predecessors will admit
it. To-day we still realise what the Gov-
ermncnt are up against. But we say there
ghould be a better cffort on the part of the
Government and their sepporters to
straighten up the finances. I bave every
gsympathy with the Government, hecause I
was a member of 2 Government which had
the Country Party behind them. We have
every sympathy with the Government, be-
canse we know the Government have to do
exactly what the Country Party tells them.

Mr. Latham: Did you do that?

Mr. Pickering: No man ¢an serve two
masters. )

Hon. W, C, ANGWIX: No, for instance you
ecannot serve Monger and the Government.
We assisted the farmer in every way; as a
matter of faet everything that is heing
done for the farmer to-day was done by
the Labour Government, We did every-
thing possible in the interests of the State.
We believed in fair play for all, whereas
the Country Party believes in fair play for
the wheat farmer, but for nobody else.

Mr. Latham: That is wrong.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is not wrong.
1 indicated just now, by way of interjection,
what ocenrred last year with regard to pota-
toes. The only two members on that side of
the House who raised their voices on that
occasion to protcet the interests of the potato
growers were the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering} and the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Money). Did they have the assistance of
the Country Party? No.

Mr. Latham: They were part of the Coun-
try Party.

Heon, W, C. ANGWIN: The very men who
should have rendersd them assistance failed
to go to their asgistance. The memhber for
Katanning {Mr. A, Thomson) has en-
deavoured to show that the Couvntry Party
members are not under the control of the ex-
ecutive of the Primary Produeeis’ Assoecin-
tion. I say without fear of eontradiction that
during the last 16 vears the Labour Party
have never met in caucus with the executive
of the Labour Party.

Mr, A. Thomson: Will you lay the minutes
of your meetings on the Table!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I say that we have
never met in caucns with the exeentive of
the Labour Party.

Mr. A. Thomson: Will you lay your minutes
on the Table?
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, if there are
any.

Mcr. Johnston: Tn my experience no one but
eleeted Labour members met in eauena.

Hon. P. Collier: That is sp; it was never
otherwise.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The conference of
the Country Party, however, issued instrue-
tions that the executive and their members
must mert together. Therc was no nced for
the member for Katanning to get up with such
bombast and offer to lay the minutes of their
meetings on the Table. A report of their pro-
ceedings has been made public through the
“Primary Producer.’’

Mr, A, Thomson: Certainly, we have noth-
ing to hide.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Then why contra-
diet the statement whben 1t has appeared in
the official jonrual of the party? Now let ns
weigh the hon, member’s statement. Ie
said, ‘‘The position was that, after the clee-
tion, we met up herc as a party; we wont
from here down the street and said to the
executive ‘You must do 80 and so,” and the
executive fell into line with vs.”?

Mr, Johnston: Nao, we eame fo a decision
and the executive came to a similar decision,

Hon, I*. Collier: What would have hap-
pened if they had not come to a similar de-
cision?

Mr. A. Thomson:
sider that.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Leader of the
Country Party, up to that time, was the
member for Avon (Mr. Harrison).

Mr. A, Thomson: He still js.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: "The Press went to
Mr. Harrison for a statement, just as the
Leader of the Opposition and the Premier
were asked for statements. But Mr, Harrison
wng not in a position to give a statement, and
late in the afternnon the Press had to go to
Mr. Monger for a statement.

Mr. A, Thomson: Did they get it?

Hon, W, C. ANGWTIXN: Yes.

Mr. A. Thomson: Then read out the refer-
erce to it oceurring later in the afternoon.

Hon. W. C. ANQWIXN: The report reads—

In the afterncon the parliamentarians
met the exceutive of the Primary Pro-
duecrs’ Associntion and subsequently the

president of the nassociation, MMr. A, J.

Monger, madc the following atatement.

Hon. P. {(ollier: Not Harrison,
Monger.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: So the position is
this: that Mr. Monger was the leader of the
Country Party at that time. The election was
over, but Mr. Harrison hail not heen re-
affirmed in the position of leader. Tlere is the
position in a  nutshell. The Minister for
Mines, when on the hustings, enid one of the
reasons why le should be returned to Parlia-
ment was this, that though Mr, Monger was
an estimable private citizen, it was op-
posed to the traditions of the British race and
foreign to Australian sentiment, to accept as
a dictator one who was outside the walls of
Parliament, and who unsurped the power

‘There was no need to con-

but
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without braving the responsibility. That was
the position taken up by Mr. Scaddan at an
election meeting in Victoria Park. Mr. Mon-
ger, in making his astatement to the Press,
said—

The joint conference of the executive and
the country Party was held to-day and the
matter was fully considered.

That refers to the attitude the Ccuntry Party

ghould adopt so far ag the Ministry were con-

cerned.

Mr. Johnston: The decision was unanimous.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Mr. Monger’s
statement eomtinues—

and the following motion wa3 earried un-

animously after full consideration.
Consequently, the country memhers did not
go to the exeeutive and say, ‘“We have come
to a decision; these are onr proposals.”’

Mr, A, Thomson: The last conference de-
cided that. .

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: This has nothing
to do with the last conference. I suppose they
congidered who shonld be Premier, because
there were rumours floating around at thac
time. Perhaps the member for Katanning
knows something ahout that. The dceision
at which they arrived ecounld npply to any
party in this House. It was—

That in the interests of stable govern-
ment we are of opinion that the Country
Party should co-operate with all parties on
the Government side of the House in the
duty of government, relying on the admin-
istration so formed, as far as possible, to
give effect to the general policy outlined in
the objects and platform of the Country
Party.

Mr. A. Thomson:
fuag about ?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: T am coming to
that point. - If they had inderted the words
*¢Labour Party'" it would have applied equally
to us. It makes no difference to us who are in
office, so long as they carry out the objects
of our platform. If there iz any meaning at
all in the decision, it is this, that onee the
Ministry fails to earry out the objects and
platform of the Country Party, out they go.

Hon. P. Collier: That ig it exactly.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The member for
Katanning has issued a threat to-night,

Mr. Wilson: Yes, he did so.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The threat was
that if the Government refused to carry out
what they want, out they go.

Then what is ali this

“of the sort; that is a mis-statement.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
speaking not on his own behalf but on be-
half of the party, said they would demand
from the Government that there must be
economy, and if the Government did not
carry it out, so far as the Country Party
were coneerned, out the Government would
go.
Mr. A. Thomson: I stand to that.

Mr, A, Thomson: I did not say anything.
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Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: There are 35 mem-
bers on the Government side and 15 of them
belong to the Country Party.

My, Johnston: Sixteen,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, there is one
fewer than in the last Parliament. The
Country Party have gone back one; the coun-
try is tosing faith in them.

The Minister for Agriculture:
not gone much further forward. |

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: What is the
opinion of the other 20 members? Are they
going to be dietated to by Monger and com-
pany? They eomprise Independents, Nation-
alists, Liberals, National Labourites, and in
fact are a mixed lot. But are they going
to be dictated by Menger and company? I
trust that the people of this State will realise
that Parliament is the place where decisions
should be carried into effect, and not some
place outside of Parliament. Now what is
the difference, so far as the Labour Party
are concerned? We have a congress every
three years.

Mr. A, Thomson: With closed doors.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Net at all.

Mr. A, Thomson: Yes, with closed doors.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Not with closed
doors. We have a conference the samc as
the Country Party to draw up a platform.

Mr. O'Loghlen: A closed mouth for a few
minutes would be a.pleasant change.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We submit that
platform to the electors.

Mr. A. Thomson: So do we,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The platform of
the Labour Party becomes the platform of
the electors, and not of the Labour Party
only, It goes beyond the Labour Party, be-
cause every member is returned on that plat-
form. Tarther, that platform stands for
three years.

Mr. A, Thomson: So dces ours.

ITon. W. €. ANGWIN: Our platform can-
not be altered during the life of the Parlia-
ment. That does not apply to the hon, mem-
ber’s platform,

Mr. A. Thomson: Yes, it does.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Two years ago the
Country Party agreed to a land tax, and
last year they knocked it out.

Mr. A. Thomson: That does not alter the
fact.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They were realis-
ing the nccessity for such a land tax, in
order to reduce the railway rates

Mr. A. Thomson: I never did.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: The hon, member
has never bheen a Country Party man. He
wag always a Tory.

Mr. A, Thomson: That is why you attack
me so severely.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, T am only
attacking you on account of your position
as spokesman for the Country Party. This
shows that men returned by the Country
Party do not know where they are from one
12 months to the next.

Mr. A, Thomsun: That is merely n state-
ment.

You have
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is true. They
managed last year to bluff one or two mem-
bers to join them, and no doubt those mem-
bers have since found eause to be sorry. Of
course they do not adwit it. T know of one
or two members whom they tried to bluff in
also, but who would not be bluffed. I am
Pleased to know they are in this House to-
night and that they stuek true to their colours
and would not join a party which, in my
opinion, has been disastrons to this State
and to its finances.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is why you attack
it so much.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: We want to find
out the exaet position. The member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith), in speaking last
night, said, ‘‘These parties are a curse.”
The hon. member saw a chance of getting
in without being a party man for the time
being. He realised that there was dissension
among the Country Party. I want to tell
the member for Nelson that he did not get
into Parliament because his electors were
tired of the Government, or because his
electors did not want the Labour Party in
power. He got into Parliament because the
Minister, who was contesting the seat at that
time, did not carry out the dictates of the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd. Mr. Willmott,
speaking at Bunbury on the 21st July, said—

He was aware that during the last seven
years he had made many enemies by abso-

Iutely refuging to represent the Westralian

Farmers, Ltd., in Parliament. That body

was a trading concern and it was against

his principles to represent any trading
concern in Parliament. It was unthink-
able that members of Parliament should
pull the political strings in favour of one
trading coneern to the detriment of the
private trader.
We have made statements to that effect in
this House in regard to members of the
Country Party repeatedly, and they have
always been denied,

Mr. Pickering: And rightly <o.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have been told
that such statements were half-lies.

Hon. P. Cellier: Their late leader now
bears out what we have been saying.

Mr. Pickering: I cannot help that.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I do not stand
here as an advocate for Mr. Willmeit, but
I like to see fair play, irrespective of who
is concerned. They endeavoured to throw
Mr. Willmott out through the selection ballot
in the first instanee. They picked a man to
ran him and there was an objection lodged,
becauge at that time this wondrous Country
Party had a braneh of 11 members to choose
their candidate. The leader, and by this 1
mean the real leader, was appealed to, and
he held an inquiry into the matter. He was
informed that there were actually 21 mem-
bers. One does not expect 21 residents in the
Nelson electorate to say who should represent
the eclectors in Parliament. In consequence
it was deeided that there should be no selee-
tion ballot, with the result that the eandidate
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who had been chosen did mot stand for nom-
ination as he saw he had no chance. Mr,
Willmott stood as a Country Party member
representing the Government. The Westra-
Han Farmers, Ltd., then sent an officer to the
distriet who was to carry out certain orders.
He went from farmer to farmer, telling them
that Mr. Willmott must go, and the result
was that Mr. Willmott went. A friend of
mine who was with me at Bridgetown at the
time, when I asked him what happened then,
said that they waited on the management of
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd,, and reported
that this wag not fair play, that this was
one of the candidater chosen by the Conntry
Party, and yet because the Country Party
was at varianee he was being passed over.
The management said that if this was true,
that officer must go, and my friend told me
he did go, to Bunbury to assist Mr. Reading.
That is how they treated Mr., Wilhmott. Yet
we find hon. members who have been coming
here during the past three years saying they
are not compelled to carry out the dictates
of this executive, :

Mr. Johnston: What about the second pre-
ference votes of Mr. Ryan of Bridgetown,
which votes put Mr. Willmott in? They were
the votes from your party.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: It was brought
about by the influence exercised by the party
to which the hon. member belongs, because
this gentleman would not act unfairly or un-
justly to other sections of the community.
In this way they got rid of Mr. Willmott.
They then thought they would get rid of Mr.
Baxter. Mr. Baxter made a mistake; he was
said to have sold wheat to New South Wales
at a lower price than could have been ob-
tained for it overseas, A conference was held
on the subject, and a few weeks after we find
in the “Primary Producer’’ the following
statement:—

That conference took place five montha
ago, and to-day the gladiator in charge of
the Western Australian wheat scheme, the
man who had all that conference hbehind
him, the man who was going to fight to a
finish, hasn’t as much fight in him as an
infuriated tortoise. He doesn’t even talk
fight in these days, but assumes an attitude
of masterly silence and inactivity. Even
the combined intelligetee of his man Friday
(Mr. Kevs) eannot coax Mr. Baxter from
his inert and morose lassitude on the sub-
jeet of that New South Wales wheat sale,
which meant nearly a million pounds to
Western Australia (according to his com-
putation). The contrast between the roar-
ing lion of five months ago and the meekly
lamb of today is so striking that even
thosc who so approvingly listened to the
specious declarations of their champions
must surely be wondering why this inertia’
should have set in,

Mr, Latham: That is the opinion of one
man.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It Is the offieial
organ of the Country Party.

Mr. Latham: It is written by one man.
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Mr. Pickering: It must be an inspired ar-
ticle,

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: Has the Country
Party been very quiet over this wheat deal?
What has gone wrong with them? They were
geing to play old Harry two years ago, and
talked of raising an army to go to New South
Wales and demanding 9s. a bushel, if not
more, for their wheat. Mr. Baxter is accused
of selling wheat at a lower price than the
overseas price. The Premier ought to lay
on the Table of the House the file dealing
with this wheat purchase, and let us know
what has been done sihee.

The Minister for Agriculture: We are pre-
pared to do that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Will yeu do it to-
morrow ?

The Minister for Agricnliure: Snbjeet to
my chief, ;

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We should see these
papers before the Estimates are dealt with.
Something else was going on while Mr. Bax-
ter was being attacked in this way. It waa
not the wheat they were so much concerned
about this time; they wanted certain repre-
sentation on the Australian Wheat Board.
On the 21st January last we find from the
““Primary Producer’’ the following:—

The execeutive of the Primary Producers’

Association, early after the conference, de-

cided that Mr. MeGibbon shonld be the

nominee of the wheat growers of the State,
and the intimation was conveyed to Mr.
. Baxter.

Hon. P. Collier: That was the executive.
Mr. Baxter was to go, and Mr. Baxter went.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The information
was eonveyed to Mr. Baxter, who took up an
honest and a correct attitude in the matter.
He caused an advertisement to be inserted in
the ‘' Goverument Gazette’’ and the ‘‘Prim-
ary Producer’’ ealling for nominations from
all the farmers in the State for a representa-
tive on the Australian wheat board. He de-
gired that there should be no person on the
wheat board who had dealings in wheat with
the Government, He gaid that no aequiring
agent, employee or official of a wheat nequir-
ing agent, could be a candidate. Conse-
quently, the ‘“Primary Producer’’ and other
people attacked Mr. Baxter. On the 18th
February we find the following:—

’ The Minister defends the clause which
prohibits a wheat acquiring agent or any
employee, ete., from nominating. He for-
gets that so greatly does he rely upon the
advice of wheat acquiring agents that he
bimself selected as his speeial adwviser on
the State Wheat Board, Mr. Keys, a gen-
tleman who was ‘‘loaned’’ by Messrs. Drey-
fus and Coy. When does Mr. Baxter pro-
pose to brush Mr. Keys’ brains with gutta
percha and return -him to Messrs. Dreyfus
and Co. in a state of absolute forgetfulness
of all that has happened since he becarme
the Minister’s right hand man.

Although they had a grudge against the Min-

igter for not making the appointment direct,

they could not let the officials alone, and tried
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to cast the blame on him. The *‘Primary
Producer’’ on the 26th February, stated—

Remember the fight is between the Asgo-

ciation and the Minigter, and so far as

members are concerned what the Associa-
tion says ‘‘must go.’’

Mr. Latham: The man who wrote that had
not the authority of the executive to do so.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh, yes, he had their au-
thority,

Mr. Latham: You know more zbout it
than I do.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This is the official
organ of the Country Party, and it is from
this source that hon. members receive their
instructions,

: Mr. Latham: I have not received any so
ar,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T hope the honm,
member will always be in that frame of
mind. He has not been here long enough
yel to know what may happen later. A baliot
was taken, and 1,313 wheat growers voted
for Mr. McGibbon and 1,706 against him,
Therefore, he did not possess the confidence
of the wheat growers. Although the Min-
ister had the confidence of the wheat grow-
ers, he had to go because the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., or the ‘‘Primary Producer’’
teld him to go. Hon. members must go if
the executive say they shali go. This applies
to every member of the Country Party.
to-day.

Mr. Pickering: That is not true.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: If every member
of the Country Party does not do what the
execntive tell him he will be served at the
next election in the same way that Mr.
Wilimott was served. I hope they will
realise that at an early date. After the
numbers bad been eounted eight times Mr.
MeGibbon was eleected by a majority of
194. That is why the Minister’s carcer was
ended. The executive of the Country Party
said that those who did not carry out the
instructions of the association must go.

The Ministgr for Agriculture: He got a
majority verdict.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN :
counts to get it.

The Minister for Agriculture: It does not
matter how many it took,

Hon, P. Collier: Was that sufficient
justification for sacking Mr. Baxter?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I asked a question
in regard to this matter the other day, and
i my opinion the Minister gave a very
lame excuse for the position. I maintain
that every honest man is of opinion that
Mr. MeGibbon should never have had his
nomination aceepted.

Mr. Pickering: That is a reflection on
the Government.

.Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I have already
suid it is now the decision of the Country
Party that if the Government do not carry
out that which the Country Party require,
they must go.

The Premier: You are quite wrong.

It took eight
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am quite right.
The member for Katanning said so to-night.
He gaid ‘*We as a party, befora discussing
the matter with the executive, decided that
there should be economy, and only when
we started did the Government commence
to effect economies.’?

The Premier: That is quite wrong.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The orders were

issued and they were obeyed at once. I°

asked the Minister for Agriculture the fol-
lowing question—

If the directors or shareholders have
power to appoint and dismiss an anditer
on behalf of the company, is not the per-
son wheo holds the position of auditor an
official of the company?

The Minister for Agrienltore: The Qdirec-
tors have power to dismiss.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: If a person ocen-
pies a position from which he ¢an be dis-
missed, then he must be an official of the
company with which he holds such position.

Mr. Jobnston: I think only the share-
holdery have that power.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The company
through their dirgetors were our wheat
acquiring agents. In my question I went
on to ask—

If so, what was the reason for aceepting

Mr. 8 J. McGibbon’s nomination as

candidate as representative on the Aus-

tralian Wheat Board?
The Minister for Agriculture replied—

An auditor is not deemed to be an offi-
cer of a company within the meaning and
intention of the regulations gazetted 21st
January, 1921,

Now, the reguvlation gazetted said—

No person is qualified to become a
candidate who at the time of nomination
is (a) & Government wheat acquiring
agent, or a director, officer, or employee
of any company or person being such
agent. . . ..

The Westralian Farmers Ltd. were the
wheat acquiring agents for the Government
of this State. Mr. MceGibbon wag the aud-
itor of the Westralian Farmers Ltd., as the
.answers to my questions show,

Mr. Pickering: An auditor is not an
employee.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Mr. MeGibbon
was appointed, and was paid his salary, by
the company. He was liable to digmissal
by the company at any time.

Mr, Johnston: No.

Hon. W. C. AXGWIN: Yes, either by the
ghareholders or by the directors, The
shareholders are the company.

Mr. Pickering: They could not dismias
Mr.- MeGibbon until after the expiration of
his term of auditorship.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: A company can
at any time dismiss any man they pay. If
PpMr. MecGibbon, as representative .of the
wheat growers on the Australian Wheat
Board, did anything whatever against the
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interests of the wheat acquiring agents, the
Wostralian Farmers Ltd., he would have
been dismissed so far as his employment
vy the Westralian Farmers as auditor was
concerned.  That would he only buman
nature, and is a thing which applies to
every person in the same way as it applieg
to the Westralian Farmers, The Govern-
ment had no right, after advertising in the
terms they did, to accept Mr. McGibbon’s
nomination. No doubt, Mr., MeGibbon
might be a good man; but still the Govern-
ment had no right to accept his nomination.

The Premier: We have a legal opinion on
the subject. -

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: One can obtain

a legal opinion in support of any
proposition. The action of the Minister
has been criticised in the ¢‘Primary

Produeer.’’ All the executive of the Prim-
ary Producers’ Association were aware of
the wording of the advertisement. They
knew it was so worded in order that the
wheat-aequiring agents might have nothing
whatever to do with the representation of
the farmers on the Australian Wheat Board.

The Minister for Agriculture: DBut the
Government did not elect Mr, MeGibbon.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: I say the Govern-
ment had no right to receive his nmomination.
Further, I have a good deal of doubt even
that the farmers elected Mr. MeGibbon.

Mr. Pickering: The ballot was openly
condueted by the Chief Electoral Officer; it
was not a secret ballot.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Now a few words
regarding the State trading concerns. I am
very pleased that the Premier has at last in
this Chamber placed bhefore the public of
Western Australia the true position as teo
those coneerns, It ig the first time that has
ever been done, For two or three years now
we have heen endeavouring to obtain for
the people full information regarding the
State trading concerms. As the Premier has
gaid, there is throughout. Western Australia
an impression that those comncerns are respon-
sible for a large part of the deficit, if not
for the whole of it. The Premier put the mat-
ter plainly last night, and I thank him for
having done 3o, becanse I believe his words
will be the means of removing many false
impressions from the mind of the publie.
He told us that last year the State trading
concerns made a small profit—E7 764, Since
the alteration of the system applving to the
Slate trading conecerns, the amounts of profit
from those concerns have been: amount
transferred in 1917, after recoup of interest
ete,, £47,000; in 1918  the amount way
£72,500; in 1919 it was £124,134——

The Premicr: ANl from the steamers.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In 1920 it was
£24,887; in 1921 it was £7,984; or a total
of £276,305, That is how the State traling
concerns have affected Western Australia’s
finances, They have arsisted the Consoli-
dated Revenue of this State during the last
five years to the extent of £276,305.
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Mr. Money:
rates.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have not had
any loeal rates to pay. In any case, that
matter has nothing to do with the Consoli-
dated Revenue. There is another point I
wish to bring home to hon. members once
more with regard te the State trading eon-
cerns. Take the State sawmilla balanee-sheet
laid on the Table. I mention that, beecause
I have the figures in my mind. Last year
the sawmills made n profit of nearly £16,000.
Had the sawmills been owned by a private
cempany, however, the profit would have
been over £30,000, because interest has to he
paid to the State beforc a Btate trading
coneern can declare a profit, while a private
eompany pays interest after the profit has
been deeclared. The position of a private
eompany, therefore, appears far more favour-
able than that of a State trading concern
under similar conditions. Private companies
distribute their gross profits to depreciation
and reserve and dividends. T am not taking
in depreciation here; I am assuming that
the State sawmills have paid a dividend of
£16,000. But before that dividend is de-
clared at all, the State enterprise must pay
interest to the State. Under those conditions
I say that the profit of 16,000 really repre-
sents o dividend of over £30,000 for the year.
However, I am very pleased that the
Premier, after a deal of pressure from this
side, has at last been induced to make
acknowledgment of the fact that the State
trading concerns have not been a drag on
the finances of the State,

The Premier: T did not say that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No; but the Pre-
mier hag not previously admitted it so elearly
as he did last night. No doubt the false im-
pression on the public mind will now be re-
moved., T disagree with the Premier on one
* point. Thelhon, gentleman said that it would
be more advantageous, and that more em-
ployment would be afforded, if the money
invested in the State trading concerns had
been-devoted to the building of railways or
the clearing of land, There I differ from
the Premier entirely.

The Premier: Well, you ure wrong,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : Take the capital
represented by the State Implement Works,
which wounld build only a short length of rail-
way. Immediately the building of the rail-
way has been completed, the employment
ceases; but the cmployment afforded by the
State Implement Works continues year after
year. DMoreover, we were expending this
money on the Sfate Implement Works for
the manufacture of machinery here which
previously had been bought from the East-
ern States,

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: Others would
have done it.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: But thev did not
do it previously. In 1907 or 1908 I had the
honour of being on a select committee ap-
pointed by this House, of which the late Mr.
Henry Daglish was chairman; and that com-

Without having paid local
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!nittee took evidence from manufacturers and
importers regarding Western Australian in-
dustries. Those industries were affected by
Commonwealth legislation. The Common-
wealth had negleeted Western Australia in
the matter of industries. We had evidence on
oath from some of these manufacturers and
importers that the only party who could be-
gin mannfaeturing agrienltural implements
i Western Anstralia would be the Govern-
ment; because the manufacturers in the East-
ern States were sending their snrplus stock
pere‘—dumpmg it here. Commonwealth leg-
islation has now been directed against the
du!np'mg aystem from abread, and Great
Britain. has legislated againat dumping from
Europe, The object of dumping is to kill &n

private Mmanufacture that is started. The evgC
denc_e given us tended to show that the on]

possibility of establishing in this State the iﬁ}:
dustry of manufactoring agrienltural imple-
ments Je_xy with the Government, Ag to gec-
ondary industries generally, I eannot belicve
that we are going to get o large number of
them established in Western Australia by pri-
vate enferprise, There ig no eompany pos-
sessed of large capital which would, in my
opinion, establish 2 seeondary indust’rv here
Such a company wiil establish itself in Mel-
b_ourne or Sydney, as being more centrally
situated, and better adapted for distribution
From Melbourne or Sydney a company can
command the whole of Australia and Tas-
manta and New Zealand, '

Mr. Pickering: Wo hav
factory, and then there
works,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
paratively small undertakin
of manufacturing industri
t.hat we shall not have
lished in Western Australia, by private enter-
prise. 1 now repeat what [ stated here last
year, that we have in this State a large num-
b.er of bays a'nd girls desirous of learning
trades. _ If private enterprise will not open
industries in  thig State which  wil]
afford the Recessary  opportunities  to
our boys and girls, then the Gov-
érumcsut. must do it; there is no help
for it. Let me go back to the year
19_07_. In that year the present Premier, then
Minister for Agriculture, introduced an
afm_endment of the Agricaltural Bank Agt pro-
v:c’h.ng that any person desirous of purchasing
agricultural inplements manufactured in
Western Australia—I am dealing now with
that phase of manufacture more particnlarly
—conld be granted a loan from the Agricul-
tural Bank to pay for such implements. Thaf -
provision was inserted in the amending Act
as an inducement to private enterprise to ¢s-
tablish the indostry in Western Anstralia,
As a result, there was not one solitary im-
plement factory established here—none what-
ever up to 1912 or 1913, when the State
works were started.

Mr, Mann: There was not sufficient farm-
ing development then to warrant it.

e afarted a cement
are the Hume pipe

Those are com-
gs. Iam speaking
es, and T contend
any of them estab-
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, there was, Let
us make no mistake abont that, Implements
were coming in to the valuc of over £100,000
a year. Legislation was introduced by the
present Premier as far back as 1907 with a
view to the encouragement of such manufae-
tures in Western Australia, The proffered as-
sistance was not availed of. But something
¢lse happened, Eastern States manufae-
turers brought implement parts here, and
assembled them here, with a view to claim-
ing that the implements were of Western
Australian manufacture, However, that
did not go down.

Mr. Pickering: Purser and Heaton and
Metters established themselves here,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Metters were not
making any agricultural implements,

Mr, Money: There have been none manu-
factured here by private enterprise since the
State Implement Works started.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Thanks to the es-
tablishment of the State Implement Works,
thousands wpon thousands of pounds have
been spent here in wages that would other-
wise have been sent to Vietoria.

Mr. McCallum: Or to Ameriea.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Or to America. We
must have secondary indugtries in this State
if we desire any large inerease of population.
The Premier stated last night that all our
“]r:heat land was gone. I was surprised to hear
that.

Mr. Latbam: He did not know what he
was talking about.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: If the Premier
does not know what he is speaking about
in  eonnection with Wasgtern Australian
lands, there is no other man who does.

. l\gr. Mann: He was speaking of first-class
and,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: He said that the
wheat land was gone, unless they. were pre-
pared to go out cast, where there was some
danger.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Premier would say
50 again.

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: That means that
so far as wheat growing is concerned, it
will not bring in much more population.

Mr. Latham: We heard that tale in 1910,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I do not know
whether that is so or not, but at that time
the present Premier said that there were
millions of acres. The member for York
may interject as much as he likes but I
would take the Premier’s word every time
before I would take his,

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I believe the Pre-
micr knows more about it than the mem-
ber for York. That being the position then,
some endeavour must be made to increase
the industries of this State so as to bring
in a larger population.

Mr. Money: Why not assist them, as you
assist butter factories?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Because we can-
net do it.

Mr. Money: Why rott
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Because we can-
not give bonuses to industries. I do not
agree with the system of giving money at
the preseat time.

Mr. Pickering: Money is being lent to
secondary industries in the State,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Only to a few
mines and such like. I hope the Premier
will give this matter further consideration.
Oniy last night when I had returned home
from the House a boy came to my house to
se¢ if I knew where he could be placed.
There are no avenues open for the absorp-
tion of our boys and girls. In factories
they make the same excuse, that all the
poesitions are filled up and there are mno
vacancies. The plain fact is that there are
no positions available for our boys who are
growing up and thinking about their future
livelihood, I have boys day after day
coming to me and asking if I know where
they can find an aopening to commence a
trade. It must be remembered that every
boy is not cut out for furming,

Mr. Lambert: And every boy is not made
for our racecourses. :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is the duty of
the State te see that provision is made
whereby our boys and girls ean learn
trades and so make sure of their future
livelihood. If private enterprize is not here
to do it, the State will have to make the
oppertunities,

Mr. Money: It will be for the State to
give e¢ncouragement and confidence to
private enterprise.’

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is no need
for that because when the State gives the
encouragement, private enterprise stays as
long as the State assistance lasts and then
closes up. Take an instance in the late
Lord Forrest’s time. When he was Pre-
mier an offer was made of £1,000 if a firm
would open a jam factory. The jam factory
was duly established and they made a
quantity of fig jam. The firm-received the
£1,000 bonus and as soon as they got it
they closed down the faetory.

Member: They showed a good profit.

Mr. McCallum: What about the case of
Monteaths?

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: There is ancther
case; as soon as Government ordera stopped
they closed down their foundry. They
would not look for private orders, When
they started, they constructed small pipes
at Premantle which they were turning out
for £7 per ton, and the Government were
paying them £10 per ton to encourage them
to eontinue manufacturing.

Mr. Money: What is the reasom for the
position then?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: You can give any
reason you like.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The population ia
big enough.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: At any rate, it
emphasises the position that it is the Gov-
ernment’s duty to see that provision is

not
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made so that our boys and girls can provide
for the future.

The Premier: The girls are all right,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am pleased that
at last the Premier has made a full con-
fession to the public that the State trading
concerns during the last few years have
not been a drag upon Consolidated Revenue
but have shown a profit.

Mr, Pickering: He also said he would sell
them if he had the chance.

Mr. Lambert: Would you support the sale
of them?¥

Mr, Pickering: Yes, certainly.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I was rather dis-
appointed to hear the Premier say, when
speaking about land settlement in the
South-West, that 20,000 people could Dbe
settled in eight years. I was hoping that
that result would have been achieved in
two ur three years. Tt is the duty of this
House to increase the population of the
State if we can find the money. Like my
Leadcr I think our owu people should have
first chance but I am not one of those, as
yet, who will not say there is a large quan-
tity of land available for our own people,
as well as for those coming from overseas.
The more land and the more settlement we
can get from overseas the better it will be,
for the settlement of land will provide
more work for those in the city. Without
inereased population we cannot provide
extra work thronghout the State.

Member: The city people should be sent
out to the country,

Mr. O’Loghlen: A lot of the people in
the cities would be no pgood if they went
out into the country,

Hon. W. (¢. ANGWIN: It 3 no
use getting up and saying that the
country should amalgamate and work against
the city. In every part of the world large
numbers of people are to be found crowded
in the cities. The position is no different in
Western Australia than it is in America, in
Eurépe or elsewhere. In some cases there are
large towns in which the population is con-
centrated, while there are alse large numbers
spread throughout the country distriets. In
Western Australia we have & small population
and one really large town. The consequence
ia that the concentration of population in the
¢ity is shown more clearly in Western Aus-
tralia than in other parts, 1 for one do not
contend that immigration is against the in-
terests of Western Australia, On the con-
trary, I believe that immigration will prove

“beneficial for Western Awustralia. - During the

last few years we were in office the Labour
Government brought in about 20000 people
and there was never more empleyment than
during the time when our population was in-
ereasing at that rate. The advent of the new
comers was never felt. It should bé cmpha-
sised, however, that we cannot encourage an
incerease in the population of Weatern Austra-
lia by offering a man and his wife 23s. &
week.

Mr. Mann: That is not done,
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is done.

Mr. Pickering: You should prove
statement,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Even for a man
alone you will not encourage him to come
here with an offer of 23s. a week.

Mr. Teesdale: He gets his keep as well,

Mr., MeCallum: The member for Sussex

that

- should ask the member for Fremantle about

the matter, for he has the proof.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I know many of
them beeause I have come across these cases.
Of eourse things are changed now in England,
and if we desire to eneourage British immi-
grants to come here we must pay them better.
The member for Claremont can. inform the
House as to the position of the British farmer.
At the present time the farm labourer in
Great Britain ¢an get far more in England
than he ean get here.

Mr. Mann: He does not get a farm pre-
sented to him in England.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I am talking about
the wages question. If he does not get more
than he is offered at the present time he will
not emigrate to Western Australia, and if he
came here on those wages he conld not get 4
farm.

Mr. Mann: Men are coming hete te be edu-
cated in farming.

Mr. Teesdale: You do not ‘Want men who
are coming here io be educated in farming
to reccive full wages, while they are getting
hushed,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: That is the diffi-
culty we have to contend with in Western
Australia. We should realise the position
that we are not going to get farm labourers.
I am confident that had the Premier not made
stringent arrangements with the Common-
wealth, we would have been flooded with town
people from Englaund.

Mr. Teesdale: Why do you want them paid
full wages when you admit we cannot got
competent farmers,

Mr, O’Loghlen: At the same time a2 mah
must live and keep his wife and children
when they come here,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is no man
who would be more ready to concede full
wages than the member for Roebourne.

Mr. Teesdale: That is, if the men are com-
petent.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Do you think that
253, is enongh?

Mr. Latham: You will not be able to edu-
cate people in farming unless you make some
such provision.

_Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: All these people nre
not fools. Tn the past sowe of theth ‘were;
but they are not fools now.

Mr. Lambert: You speak with feeling.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T do. I have gone
through this experience myself. There is no
good beating about the bush for it must be
conceded that every advantage is taken of
the new comer to pay him the lowest wagos
possible.

Hon. P, Collier. Tt is the old tale; he is
only a new chum,
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Since 1912-13 thero
have been improvements becanse in those days
we used to sec advertisements running some-
what to the following effect: ‘‘Wanted, im-
migrant, good ploughman, first class man, 10s.
per week.'’

Mr. Mann:
to-day.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is certainly 23s.
to-day and that is some improvement, al-
though it is not enongh. I raise this question
hecause these impressions gained by the peo-
ple who come out here are passed on to the
old eountry, where they quiekly get about.
T have seen some men in Fremantle who eame
out under the overseas settlement secheme and
who have gone back to England because they
found they could do better in Ingland than
was possible bere.

Hon. P. Colliecr: And they make that fact
known there too.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: It ia unseless to say
that we will spend money on an immigration
policy unless those who are here will use
every possible endeavour to do the fair thing
to these people who come out from England
and try to make them satisfied.

The Premier: Hear, hear; that is right.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: If that were done,
there is no doubt that Western Australia will
gain from immigration in future, The
Premier also said something about strikes,
and proeceded to show that the strikes had
been to a large extent, responsible for the
position in whieh he is placed to-day. The
member for Katanning (Mr. A. Thomson)
also referred to-night to strikes and said that
there was o growing tendency to make the
conduct of affairs in Western Anstralia, not
only so far as the Government were eoncerned
but also in connection with private individ-
ualg, far more difficult. No body of men dis-
likes strikes more than trade unionists them-
selves. Only on very rare oecasions do men
decide to strike if the employers are at all
reasonable. It i3 only in the extreme eases
where strikes take place. Throughout the
whole world there has heen no end to strikes
during tbe past two yearg, and I think I am
right in sayving that Western Australia has
been more free from strikes than any other
part of the British Empire.

Mr, Wilson: More free than any other part
of the world.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They have had
them in India by the dozen. They have had
them in England, in South Africa, in (anada,

Those eonditions do not exist

and also in various other States of the
Commonwealth. When [ was in  Eng-
ILnd  with my hon. friend the member

for Roebourne, we were almost afraid to go
a short journey on the railway for fear that
we should not he able to get bark. Some
comments have bteen made here in regard to
industrial troubles. I pive place to mo man
in regard to loyalty and the upholding of
law and order. I quoted just now from the
appeal made to the people of Victoria Park
to vote for Mr. Scaddan, who wonld wphold
the Constitution. But there is a proper way
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of upholding the Constitution., When the
Government armed the police at Fremantle
and in Kalgoorlie, they did it in contraven-
tion of the law.

Hon. P. Collier:
them to do so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: XNo. The Police
Act provides for the making of regulations
for the arming of the police. No regulation
was made permitting the police to carry fire-
arms; go to furnish the police with fircarms
at the time of the Ealgoorlie trouble was a
viclation of the law. We should do this sort
of thing with a great deal of care, because
in times of excitement somebody may kiek
over the traces, and onee a start is made with
the shooting, God help the position! At one
time we were all frightened of 2 gun. How-
ever things have changed, and there are now
thousands of. men in Weatern Australia who
have learnt to make certain damaging ar-
ticles which are not put in a gun, And there
is A possibility that when the police start
shooting, the other side may start also.
‘Whilst it does not matter mueh if an hotel
13 pulled down, it does mean something if
there is loss of life. It is not wise to put
firearms into the hands of men, some of them
not even members of the police force. * I do
not believe in the use of fircarms on either
side. You eannot retrieve a life onee it is
gone.

Mr. Boyland: Yet they killed one man in
Kialgoorlie before the police came on the
scene.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And they Killed
a man in Fremantle after the police got to
work. This arming of the police is 2 mea-
sure to be resorted to only with judgment
and care. I give place to no man in loyalty
and in respect for law and order, but T say
the very greatest care should be exercised in
arming the police at a time of civil disturb-
ance which could be got over without either
loss of life or serious damage. [ was very
mueh surprised to-night at the praise lavished
on the Premier by the member for Katanning
(Mr. A, Thomson). The Premier’s land
settlement policy was everything that was
good.

Mr, A. Thomson: T {did not say that.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Al right, T will
not tie the hon. member down to that; but
the whole position in regard to the Premier
was good, and no other man had so much at
heart the future of the State. Tf T had
wished to say that, T could have said it
quite free from any hypocrisy, becanse 1
have at all times praised the Premier's land
policy. But sueh a statement cannot be ac-
cepted from the Aeting Leader of the Coun-
try Party as freely as it might De accepted
from this side of the House.

Mr. A, Thomsen: Can yon show me in
‘*Hansard''——

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: You were speaking
on hchalf of your party. The man who has
been cried sky-high to-night as the saviour
of the State, the only man with faith in the
future of the State, the one man for land

The law did not permit



|10 Avoust, 1921.]

settlement, is the very man whom that party,
when the late Hon. Frank Wilson formed
his Government, said must not be appointed
cither Alinister for Lands or Minister for
Agricnlture,

Hon, P. Collier: Yes, the party stipulated
that,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier to-
day is a lttle god with them becaunse he has
given them all that they want. Let him
refuse them to-morrow, and they will readily
cut his throat. They would kill him at oneec.
They have already threatened him to-night
with what thcy intend te do. Tn regard to
land settlement, the Premier and I have
worked tegether and done some good for the
Sitate. I was very much sorprised to learn
that the Premier intends to put ounly 20,000
settlers in the South-West during the next
eight years. I was mueh struck also with
the Premier’s appeal to the House in regard
to the scttlement of the Sonth-West.  He
urged that the House should again take into
consideration matters affecting the Forestry
Act. [ say that no publie official should ever
have the power to dictate the land settlement
policy of the Government. If any official
has that power now, it must be taken from
him, No Government official should have
the right to say to the Government, ‘‘You
ghall open only this land or that land.”’ Tt
ia the duty of the Government to say what
the land settlement policy shall be, and
Parliament has no right to take away that
power from the representatives of the elec-
tors. When the Bill went through, I pointed
out the difficulty likely to arise and said we
shonld not put such power into the hands
of one man. If no select committee be ap-
pointed to deal with this matter, I hope the
Premier will introduce legislation to restore
the power to the hands of the Executive of
the State, the representatives of the people,
the leaders of a wajority of members of this
House. The anthority must be in their hands
to say whether or not land shall be opened
tfor settlement. The member for Sussex
{Mr. Pickering) in a letter to the Press,
said that his friend, the Conservator of
Foreats, had had a lot of trouble owing to
the land settlement policy of the Premier.
If we are to grow nothing but trees in the
Sonth-West, what will become of _our land
scttlement poliey?

Mr. J. Thomson: What about the Esper-
ance land? .

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The Premier said
that he is throwing open a large area of
isperance land for people on the goldfields.
No man should have the power to dictate
the land settlement poliey of the Government.

Mr. Money: There is plenty of land with-
out timber, sufficient for land settlement for
the next 20 years,

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: The Premier, in
dealing with the finances last night, put up
a very good case from his point of view.
He showed that as between 1916 and 1821
we were now a little better off because we
have got a larger return from our business
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undertakings. He implied that I had given
a tip to the Leader of the Opposition. I
wish the Leader of the Opposition had men-
tioned it to me beforehand, for I would
have told him he was quoting the wrong
figures. The Premier jumped the figures
of the Leader of the Opposition. In 1916
the whole of the trading coneerns shown
in the Estimates were put in the ¢olumn
headed ‘‘Business Undertakings.’”” The
revenue received from trading concerns
was all put in under ‘'Revenuc from busi-
ness undertakings.’’ And so, too, the ex-
penditure. . But to-day it is not sp, and to
make a comparison between the revenue of
1916 and that of 1921 it is necessary to
deduct the trading coneerns from the busi-
ness undertakings, The Leader of the
Opposition said the Premier had received

£1,850,000 more than in 1916. The Premier

acknowledged that. What is the position?
The revenue received in 1921 amounted to
£6,789,565. For the infermation of hon. mem-
bers T may add that there was about £186,000
which the Premier got from trading concerns
for little or no expenditure. In 1916, afte~
deducting trading concerns the revenue was
£4.778,731. Instead of having an exeess
revenue of £1,850,000 the Premier had an
excess revenue of £2,010,834, That was the
difference in revenue as between 1916 and
1921. The expenditure in 18921 was
£7,474,387, and after deducting the trading
concerng in 1916 it wag £5,080,862, or an
excess cxpenditure of £2,384,5285, < But,”’ say9
the Premier, ‘‘look at the large amount
of increase in interest and sinking fund I
have to pay; look at the large amount of
wages increase since 1916.°7

The Premier: About a million.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: I find that the
excess in interest wasg £565,145. The Premier
stated that the inerease in pay over 1916 re-
presents £1,033,000. T suppose that means
aver all the men employed in the Government.

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Many of
those men are not paid out of Con-
solidated Hevenue at all, but I am con-
tent to take the whole lot. This msans
that the total expenditure was £1,598,145
cut of £3,010,834. After meeting all this
expenditure for interest and increased
wages, the Premier had the advantage of
£412,689 more revenue than we had in 1916,
and yet he finished with a deficit £326,599
more than we had in 1916, or a total excess
of £739,288 after meeting all these in-
creasod charges. .

The Premier: You are forgefting the
£400,000 recoup.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Recoups were ex-
actly the same in 1916 in comparison.

The Premier: Not at all.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It makes no differ-
ence; we pay the money out at the begin-
ning of the year and get it back at the
end of the year. So far as reveaue is con-
cerned, after ‘meeting the inercased wages
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and the increased interest and sinking fund,
the Premier still bad half s million of
revenue extra, and yet be increased the
deficit by £326,000, or a total of over three-
quarters of ‘a million.

The Premier: You are juggling with the

figures, .
Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No, they are cor-
rect. Anyone can check them in the re-

turns. No wonder the Premier accepted
the total of £1,850,000 which the Leader of
the Opposition quoted. In faet, the Pre-
mier jumped at those figures in order to
make the present position appear better in
eomparison with that of 1916. T ask mem-
bers again to study the 1916 figures when
we lost £24.000 on trading concerns; that
is, the expenditure exceeded the receipts by
that amount and in addition, we had to pay
interest ard sinking fund for which the
Premier at present i3 recouped, whereas we
were not, If the Premier turns up the
Auditor General’s report for 1916, he will
find that there were outstanding debts due
to Consolidated Revenue of over £400,000
at the end of the financial year. Never
before or since was such a sum outstanding,
and as against this the outstanding claims
amounted to only £50,000.

The Premier: Who owed you £400,0009

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Auditor Gen-
eral says it was owing to Consolidated
Revenue.

The Premier: I know it was not owing.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Auditor Gen-
eral showed the items; anyone can see them
in the report. If the Government in 1916
had desired to be hard on the farmers, they
canld have squared the finances and had no
defieit at all. The moneys which were
owing at that time, which was just after
the drought, would have covered the deficii-

Mr. A. Thomson: But you would have
ruined a lot of the farmers and would have
had no traffie for the railways.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There was
searcely any traffic in 1916. On aceount of
the drought the farmers had no wheat.

The Premier: There is at least £500,000
owing to the Government to-day in one way
and another,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Auditor Gea.
eral does not show it.
The Premier: We

attention to it.

Hon. P. Collier: It is his business to call
onr attention to these things. That is just
a wild guess. .

The Premier: No, it is not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the Premier has
any charge to make against the Auditor
General, it is his duty to move a motion
and suggest a change. We shall have an
opportonity to deal with the finances later
on. I wish to impress upon the Government
the duty which devolves upon them of bring-
ing tho revenue and expenditure more closely
into linee. I was very much surprised to
read in the ‘‘West Australian’’ yesterday

have not called his
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that the Premier of Viectoria had been en-
deavouring to show Western Australia up in
a far worse position than his own State. He
said the debt of Western Australia was £140
per head. Our Teturng show clearly that it is
a shade under £123. I spoke to the Premier
about it last night, and he might have apent
more time in eriticigsing the statement of the
Premier of Vietoria than that of the boy
Taylor who did not know what he was writing
about.

The Premier:
to say.

Hon, P, Collier: But he is just a liberal
Premier trying to score at the election.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: He represented
Western Australia in a very bad position.

Hon. P. Collier: That does not matter so
long as he can win the election,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: But it matters to
ns. Victoria has nothing to crow about. I
find that Vietoria’s expenditure up to
1919 on bharbours and rivers, roads and
bridges, was 3.27 per gent. of its
indebtedness while Western Australia’s
wag 10.82 per cent.; on mines Victoria
58 per ceut. and Western Australia 4.62 per
cent.; on advances to settlers Vietoria one
per cent, Western Australia 7.32 per cent.;
on public utilities generally, outside of rail-
ways, Vietoria 6.92 per eent.,, Western Aus-
tralia 11.10. This shows conclusively that
Western Australia has entered into far more
publie undertakings directly through the Gov-
ernment than Victoria has done. As a matter
of fact at the end of 1919, the Metropolitan
Water Works owed over 10 millions of money
in addition to what was owing to the Govern-
ment,

Hon, P. Collier: It is impossible to make
any fair comparigon with Vietoria, because
they have so many hoards which bave in-
curred millions of expenditure not debited to
State expenditure.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I think that the
Premier last night, when he had the oppor-
tunity, should have contradicted the statement
of the Premier of Vietoria. The latter not
only represented the gross indebtedness of
this State as being £17 per head higher than it
ig, but he failed to take into consideration
our net indebtedness, All our public utilities
are costing us so mueh more than are those in
Vietoria, and the Premier represented us as
owing £140 per heatl instead of less than
£123. In conclusion, I would point out that
while we may have to preach a very doleful
tale here, we do not want outsiders to make
it worse. In all our statements here we do
endeavour to the utmost to give the true
position, but Western Australia will never be
truthfully represented in the Eastern States.
I think it was the duty of the Premier to take
the first opportunity to contradiet this publie
statement made by the Premier of Vietoria.
Though we are in a bad way and per-
haps hard up for money, when we review our
lean indebtedness, we are in as good a posi-
tion if not a better position than any other
Siate in Auatralia, but this is not to say that

That is a very hard thing
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striet economy must not be exercised in the
endeavour to reduce our annual deficit. 1
trust that the Leader of the Country Party
will exercise all the force of which he i3
eapable in order to compel the Government
to take that line of action which his executive
has instructed him to do under their rules and
constitution,

On motion by Mr.
journed.

Boyland, debate ad-

House adjourned ot 10.27 p.m.
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Thursdey, 11tk August, 19€1,

PABE
Swearing-in of Member ... 185
Questions : Lakeslde firewood workers w186

Stock at Northern poris
Esperance rallway and jetty 185
Albany rmlway accident, oompaaslonute allow

185
Mmiu leaaes, Brownhill Gompany 186
Address- ln -reply, Qfth day ... 136

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-e. and read prayers.

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER.

Mr. Piesse {Toodyay) took and subseribed
the oath and signed the roll.

QUESTION—LAKESIDE FIREWQOOD
WORKERS,

Mr. LAMBERT asked the Premier: 1, In
view of the possibility of further industrial
trouble on the Lakeside woodline, is it his
intention to lay on the Table of the House
the exact terms and conditions showing the
concessions granted by the Government to
the Woodline Company on the goldfields con-
sequent upon the settlement of the dispute
in 1919% 2, Ts he aware that the Lakeside
Company is endeavouring to use the terms
of such settlement to override an award
granted to the engineers by the Industrial
Arbitration Court? 3, Will he take steps to
ascertain the full partlculars of the Lakeside
Company’s attitude towards sueh award and
take such metion as may be expedient to pre-
vent a cessation of work?

The PREMIER replied: 1, It was not so
intended, but if the hon. member desires this
course to be taken he may table a motion
to that effect. 2, It does not appear that
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the 1916 agreement, which was subsequently
extended in 1919, applies to any other than
the members of the Firewood Workers’ Union
on the woodlines affected. 3, This is a mat-
ter between the employers and the employees.

QUESTION—STOCK AT NORTHERN
PORTS.

Mrs, COWAN asked the Premier: In view
of the high ruling prices of meat and the
large number of stock available in the north-
ern ports (some 60,000 to 70,000 in the Port
Hedland distriet alone), can the Government
offer any assistance or propose any scheme
whe;reby the steck may be brought to mar-
ket

The PREMIER replied: I will make full
inquiry into the position.

QUESTION-—ESPERANCE RAILWAY
AND JETTY.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Premier: What
were the reasons for placing on the Esti-
mates last year the sum of £40,000 for the
construction of a jetty at Esperance Bay,
and some £20,000 towards the construction
of the railway when the matter had been
in abeyance for years, and when our finan-
cial condition is at so low an ebb?

The PREMIER replied: (a) No financial
pravision was made on last year’s Estimates
for construction of jetty at Esperance Bay.
{b) The reselution passed by the Legisla-
tive Assembly on 27th February, 1918—
‘*That in the opinion of this House the first
railway to be constructed in pursuance of
the programme of railway construction au-
thorised by Parliament shounld be the Es-
perance-Northward line,”’ made it incumbent
on the Government to proceed with this rail-
way before the construction of others could
be considered.

QUESTION—ALBANY RAILWAY
ACCIDENT, COMPASSIONATE
ALLOWANCES,.

Hon. P. QOLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has any compensation, com-
passionate, or sustenance allowance been
paid by the Government to either or both
of the widows of the men who were killed
in the railway accident near Albany in
November last? 2, If so, what are the
partieulars relating theretof

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS “ra
plied: 1, Yes; compensation was paid to
both widows. 2, To the widow of the late
Dr. Blackburne the maximum amount aunthor-
igsed under Section 39 of the Railways Act
of 1904 was paid, viz., £2,000. In the case
of the widow of the la.te Mr. Fennel the
maximum amount under the Employers’
Liability Act of 1894 was paid, viz.,, £591
12s.



